GREATEST EVIL

2 SAM. 24 10.

And now, 1 befeech thee , Take away the iniguity of thy
Jerevant = for Lhave done roery foolifbly.

HE occafion of thefe words, was the hand
of God upon the Children of Ifrael, for
Davids Sinof Numbring the people. -

You read in Verfe 2. That David
commanded Foab to go and nwmber the peo-

‘;a!e; and; at the fvft, Foab he diffwaded

58, .
But you will fay, Was it wet lawful 1
snumber the people 2 Did not” <Hofes thie fame inthe Wilderness,
and Fofbus, and Nehemiah ?

Yeas But Foab faw the pride of Davids heart in it s as ap-
pears by his an(wer in Verle 3.--And Foab faid ynto the King,
Now the Lordthy God adde untothe people, how many Joewier they ﬁ,
an bundred fold.  But why dath my Lord the King delight in this
shing ? notwithfanding the Kings word prevailed againft Foabg
thougi indeed to his trouble, and Iftaelscoft. i

Happy had it been for David, and Iftael too, if the workhad
not beendone, But Foab goes, and the number is brought in g
There were Eight hundred shoufand waliant men shat drew [word,
andshe men of Fudah were Five bundred thoufandy -
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Sin the Greateft Ewvil

Well , Buc what was the Fruir 2 what was the £fcét of

this ¢

1. Youread,---Davids heart [mote him, Verfe 1o, that s, 11is
Confecience arcngd him, (It Confciencebe not a Bridle, it will be
a Whip s if itbenota Curb, it will be a Scourges if you will not
- hear the Warnings, you fhall feel the Lafhings of Confsicnce ; if
it do not reftrain from fin, Monendo, by Admonition, it will puc us
to Pair in fin, Mordendo, by Contrition. .

2, But there was not all , God would punifb him for the fins
And you may read the Siz in the Punifbment : He had Cloricd in
the Number, and therefore God would Leffen the Numiber.

Yet he puts it to his choice, which of the Three judgements
he propounds (whether Seven years Famine, or Three moneths
i ); efore his Enemies ; or Three days  Peftilence’) he would
Lake, #

Every one was Flagelluw Mundans, A [weeping Scourge.

But mark Davids behaviour, God threatens judgment, and Da-
wid goes and Mourns for fin: For Davids heart [miting, and his
Prayer, though fec before, yet feem to be afterward, and an
effect of the Pyophets difcovery of fin; asappears by the Verle
following the Text s For--- When David was npin the morning,
¢ the word of the Lordcame unto Gad Davids Scer---where you
feeicisrendred asareafon, why his heart fimote him, and why A
prayed thus---becaufe the Propher had been with him, and ha
convinced him of his fin,and denounced Gods judgements againft
him; whereupon Dawids heart fmote him, and he prays---* Take
& away theiniquity of thy fervans s for 1 have done wery foolifbly.

But here it may be demanded, Why, when God thyeatned judge-
ment, David fhould go and pray for pardon of fin ¢ why did he not
defire Goo rather Toforbear hus ftrokes? To avert and turn awa
his wrash ¢ Than meerly To Beg pardon ;f fin? or, if he had de-
ficed this, yetwhy did he not Beg he orher, as wellas that, and
joyn them togetherin the fame Petition ?

oAnfw.x. To teachus inall the preflures and evils upon our
Owtward man, to turnour thoughts faward, and lament fin.

2. Becaufe hefaw fin the Caufe ? judgement 5 and therefore
defires the removing of this , that fo the other might bewich-
drawn alfo.

3. Becaufe he knew the judgement could neverbe removed
in Merey, unlefs the fin were taken away., Ewery Prefervation is
but a Refervation s ewery Deliverance i injuftice, not in merey, if
Jin be not taken away.

4- Hewas more apprehenfive of the Difhoror of Gov, by his
fin, than of auy judgement that his fin had brought upon him.Or,

" 5. He fees ﬁ’n The Greateft Evil, and therefore feeks the re-
drefs of that, rather than of any other Bvil---Zake away the fisi-,

quity of thy fervam, ;
' n

b
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Tn the Text you may obferve Twe Parts of Prayer :
1. Confe[sion,
I1. Pastion. ” _ __

1. Confefsion, wich folf-judging---For 1 have done wery fool-
iflly. o ,
"2 Puition---Take awaythe iniquity of thy fervans, joyned with
faich,  Or here you have, :

1. The Petittoner, David, fet forth from his Relation---Thy Ser
4L, b

2, The Petitiored : Gov. :

3. The Petatian ot [elf---Take away, ot Pardon.the iniquity of thy
re ity for theplrale feems to have refpect to the Scape-Goar,
a Type of Chrift, whichwas to Carry away the fins of the ‘{upk in-
jath 1‘1{P_f£‘d€rﬂfﬁ, Levit.16,22. thereby ligaifying Chuilts taking
awzy fin,

'lyl:.re is lictle difficulty in the words, but what we may make
a duttzualey,

r.»wmleed it would bea mak ing of difficulties, to go about to
espound that which is {o plain, rather than an wnfelding of them,
i 1 fiiould tell youof the feveral diftin¢tions men make of fis,
2 hree words in the Hebrew, TINUN YYD 1Y By one they will have Exod 34.94

to be meant Original Sin; by another, Infirmities; by the other

your Greffer Sins, But upon examination, I finde them ufed

Eromifcuouﬂy-, and theretore fuch diftinétions of them hath no
0ttom, '

The letter 8 the words,and outward face of the Texe, fpeaks
Three Dollrines,

Y, That Gop's fervants maycommit fin, commit iniqmity---The
intquity of rﬁ{v Jervant, ) o

2, Irofb finnings muft have Frefh yepentings If you Renewm
your fin, youm uft Keaew your Sorrows.

3. There needs frefh pardop 5 for fdb revoltings : Take away.
He doth not 13y, Affsre meit is taken away s bute--Take Amaye
But this will not be the {ubjett of my dilcourfe now. )

That which I intend co {peak to, fhall be,

* The Time and Occafionof thefe words; which was, when Gons
judgerents were threatned againft him,

1. Sintralyis, and Gobs peiple do apprebend is vo be, The Greas= Doff, x)
eff e%il inthe world, - '

He doth not fay, Take away the Flague, takeaway the Fudge-
ment threatned 5 but, Take away this Sin. He looke upon fin as
the createff Evil. »

2. When Gop thredtens to pimfb fin, it 3s the beft way to yun Doft. e
unto Goo to Take away fine Or, When Govs hand is esther Felt or
Feared, 3t [hould be a Chriftians wifdom To Repens of fin, Te Des.
fire fin removed. i :

B2 We
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Dodtr,

l L]
Sin chegreareft
evil in the
world,

|

zl

We begin with the firft,
That fin truly isy and Govs people do apprehend it tobe, The
Greateft Evil inthe world.
we will takeit, 1, Inits Picces, 2, We will clofe thewm,
1. The Dottrine doth part it felt into Two jam 2
1. That finis the Greateft Evil in the world,
2. That Govs people apprehend it to be the Greateft ewill in
the world.
1. For the fielty That fin ssthe greateft Evilin the world : 1may
{hew this,
1. By Collation and Comparifon of this with other evils,
3. By Demonfirasion and Proof of it to you.

e g T L

1. I you Compare the Ewil of Tin, withother evils, you fhall |

fee how fhort oAl other kinde of Ewils are to this Evil of
Sin,

1; Moftof all, other ewils are but owtward : “They are but fuch
as are on the Body, the Effare, the Name 5 but this is An Inward
Evils Anevil upon the Sunl, which is the Greateft of Ewils,

. 2e AU other evils are but of a temporal nature: They have
‘A» End,Poverty,Sicknefs, Difgrace, all thefe are great evils ; but

- thefe,and all other,they have A» Exd: Deatl pues the conclufion

4

fo

3

tothemall, But This Evil of fin is of an Etcrnal nawure, that
fhall never have end,  Eternity it felf fhall put no period to
this,

3. All other enils donot make amar the ﬁaéjec:g' Govs wrath
and hatred, A manmay have all other evils, ar¥ yet be inthe
Loveof Goo. Thou maift bePoor, and yet Precions in Gops
efteem ; thou maift be under all Kinde of mifeviesyand yes Dear
in Gops thoughts ro thee.

But now this is an evil, that makes the foul the fubjeét of
Cops wrath and hatred,

As the Abfence of all other goods, the Prefence ofall created
evils, willnot make thee Harefu! to Goo, if Sin be not there :
3o the Prefence of all other goads, and Abfence of all other
evils, will not render thee Lovely, if finbe there,

4o All other Evils dobus eppefe your well-being, nay, and your
well-being for prefent (for they cannot rob you of futwre bappimﬁ)
Bue this oppoleth your well-being for ever: For youcannot be
Happy, if you be not Holy; Nay, this oppofeth yowr Being.
It brought Death; you would fin your felves into Nothing
agam, if Gop did not hold you up 70 be, that you might ze
miferable for fin. :

Yo Al ather evils are b Drgfmﬂiwc to & manss felf : fighe
but againft Particulars : But this is contrary to the Univerfal
Geod, contrary to Gooj; and (as far as it may) Deftructive to

‘the very Being of Ged: As Ifhall hew hereatter,

6. All ather evils are Gops creatures, and fo far good. He
; owng
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civns allche refthess the Anthor of all the reft--- 15 there any ewil
tis the City that 1 have nos done ? Amos 3.6, meaning, All the Evil
of Punilbment Penal, not Sinful Evil: Buc chisis the Dewsls Crea-
twre,yea, and worft than he, being 44 fin, '

7. Allother Ewvils are Gods Phylick, and ufed as Medicines,
either, !

1. For prevention of this, Or, '
2. For the cure of this. : e

1. For precvention of this---That yos might net be condemsned wick
the world, he lays affliCtions ahd evils upon you, t Cor.xx 32,

He (utfered Satan to tempt Paw, and gave him up to !11'3 buf-
fetings,which yet is the Greateft Evil in the world next to fin, the
Greatej! penal Evil inthe wotld: Andall to prevems fin; as the
Apuftle himfelt faith, 3 Cor.x3.7---God fent £ Meffenger of Saton
10 buffet him---And what was chereafon? why it was to prevems
g‘n--- Left he fhould be exalted above meafwre - thatis, left he'thould

e prouds And as he ufeth all other Ewils for Preventi-
on. So, ' }

2. Forthe cure of fin. And youknow, no Medicine can be
fobad, asisthis Difeafe, Now all other Evils God hathlaid
upon his people for the cure of fin, or for the recovery of them
out of the ftateof fin,

And to fpeak as much as I can atoncey There is not [o much ewil
in the Damnationsf « Thouafand worlds of men for fin 5 As thert
ss evil inthe Lealt fin s theleaft finful thoughs that rifeth upan
your fpirits 5 inafmuch as the good of thefe, falls fliort of the
good and glory of God, T

Thus you {ee, by Collatjon and Comparifon of this Evi/ with
others (in which [ might much more inlarge my felf) that, of
all Evils, Sinssthegreateft Euil, We will now come to

2. The Demonfiration of the Point,

1. Demonftration.

1. That which fighteth againft, and oppofeth the ereateft Godd,
imuft needs be the gﬁujf E':f! ﬁBut nonf Ié{n Oppoﬁ;‘glh an‘dﬂ l'iéhl:;
ethagaintt the greateff Good. Hence a Father calls fin, Dei-cidium,
God-flasghter, that which ftrikes againft the Being and Effénce
of God, that which (were it ftrong enough) were it Infinisely
ewil, as God is Infinitely good, would labor to #s-Be God.. God
is Summmm Bonwm 5 and ndeed, Nondatwr Summiirs Malwm, fin
canuot be infinite,

If Sinwere a5 evil, as God is good 5 - thatis, Adequately, and
Proportionably s if Infinitely evil, as God ¥ )}g‘aﬂd, fin would be
T hard for God to pardon, it would be 7vs hard for God to fub-

due, Teo hard for God 1o Conquer ; Sinwould endeavorro conie |

quer God.

Tna

t!
Demontrag- |
#lige

1. Damonfiras
o ol 1

ia (11X}
greaseft gond &
1, Ged,
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Indeed, there s more evel in tire leaff fin, than there Is good in
any, nay allshe Angels of Heaven - and therefore you fee it con-
quered them, {poiled all their goodnefs, mude them Devils;
which ic could not have done, if the good in them had been
greater than the Evil in fin,

And, though it be not able to conquer God, to overcome
him (there is more goodnefs in God, thin Evil in Ten Thoufand
Hells of fin 5 and fo it cannot overcome the poner of God, the mer-
xy of God,the holinefs of God) yet it fights againft God, and makes
party againft him every day. Ie mufters up all its ftrength a-

ain{t God, and comes into open field to Bid Defiance againft
gim every day.

Nay, whenitis beaten out of the open field, by the power of
God, and his ordinances, thenit hath ffrong Holds, as the Apoftle
tells us, 2 (or.10.4. and trom thence fights againft him, and op-

feth him ; there it lufts. againft him, it wills againft him, ¢
ﬁm rifechagaintt him,

When fin is beaten out of t'.e field, yet along time it will be,
before it be beaten out of firong Holds,

When finin Practsfe is overcome and conquered , yet fin in
WAffection is hard to be overcome: That Contrariety chat is be-
tween God and your Heart is hard to be conquered.

Ie will coft you niany a bactel, many an aflault, before you

can cpnquer fininits Jtrong Holds, overcome fin in the Heart,
. Though fometimes it may feem tobe overcome, and to ren-
der up all: yer afterwards it gathers together again, and will
make new and frefh afaults upon you, to weaken and to wound
you,

Nay, and herein lies the Malignity, the poyfonius and vencmods
nature of fin, that, though God hath conquered if, theugh itbe
rilﬁrlcr fo weakned, yet will it act againlt God, [pit its venome

il :

An Emblem of it you have in the Thief upon the Crofs ; that
whenhe was nailed upon the Crofs, his hands and feet made faft,
and had but one member loofe ; yet that sne member could fpit its
venome at Chrift, revile Chrift ; fo, though God hath crucified
fin,yet (o long as thereis any lite init, it willa& it {elf, and {pic
venome againft God, which thews thac €rear Contrariety betwixe
God and fin,

And this Contraricey and Oppofition of the Chiefeft Good, muft

~ ogeds fhew fintobe the Greateff Ewil. -

2 .

2. Demonfleation,

Déimceit! © 2¢ That which is Univer ally Ewvil 5 all Evil, and no good
ﬁ.?.,'.i'::&‘.‘;. mg needs be the Greateft [.Evil in the world : :ﬂnt fin s Al
'ﬂ' Al [1/'8 (v,

As



Sin the Greateft E«il,

As we (ay of God, There is no Ewil in him, Heis All Good,
Quedeungs in Deo Deus eft: So I may fay of Sing There isno
voud 1ty It is AN Evil , Quodcung, in Peccato Peccatsm
o o
There s fome gogd inthe worft things inthe world; and fome
thing in the' worlt chings, to make them capable of our choice of

b them, infome cales; fome good in ficknefs, [ome good in Death:

But now there is #o good 1n fin, nor can any confiderations in
the world make fin the odjec# of our Choice. Though you mighe
avoid Dearh by fins yet, becaufe fin is #niverfally Ewil, and
Nogood init, you may not make ufe of finto avoid Death,

And therefore you fhall read, That, when the Apoftle would
fpeak the worff of fin, he could finde no Name worfe than its own
to fetitout by, Rom.7.13. ad fincm----"Auaglonis “Auaglics- Sin-
ful-fin, Hecalls it Sinful-fin, Nothing but Sin,

9% Demonfiration,

3. That, which is the fole 0bjelt of Cods hatred, muft needs be the
Greateft evil : But finis the fole 0bjecte Not onely the Objet,

but the fole Obje&t of Gods batred: He hates nothing but p,

Sin, : ;

His love runs in divers ftreamis towards all things he hath made 5
.‘g_ut his Aatredruns in one Chanel alone , and that is, Towards

in.

If Manwere made che Center of all other Ewilsinthe world, God
could Loue him under 4%, if (in were not there, And, if there
be a Confluence of all other Goods,Health, Beanty,Riches, Learning .
Ged hates you, it Sinalone be there, Godslove cannot be there,
but his wrath abideth there,

4. Demonftration.

& That which [eparates the foul from the chief goods that,which
divides besween the fouls and God the chiefeft ‘?gm’, mxft needs be the
Gremeft Evil: But (individes beswixe God and theoul, 1{3.59.3.
==~Xonr iniquities have Scparated betwixct you and your God: Betwixt
your fouls, and my Grace ; your fouls, and my Comforts 5 your
fouls,and my Bleflings,

Tt was faid of Naaman, That he was 4 Greas man, an Homorable
man, amighty man of War : But he'was a Lepery 2 Kings 5.1, S0,
whatever Ornaments 2 man hath, whatever Gifts, Parts, Richds,
Beauty, &c. yet, if he be a Leper: thougha Learned man, a
Rich tman , But a Wickedmap, thac fpoils all the reft.

s. Demon-

Sinthe fole
obje® of Gods
wed,

4. DemoRfR”
Sin Geparfes
the foal fredd
the chief;

God(i. ) God:
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¢. Dementlr.
Sin is the root
oi all other
evils,

1. Of National
evils,

1, Wars.

1, Famine,

3. Peltilence,

1. Of Pesfunal
evils.

1.0n Bf‘dy,

2. On Soul,

e e . Ty

5. Demonflration,

5. That, which is the ground and canfe of all other Ewvils, mou
needs be the Greatelt Evil: But fin is the caufe of all other
_E’.{J'fzio

Is the oldworld drowned with water ¢ it is for fin, Is Sodom
deftroyed with firc, and turned into an Afphaltste-Loke to this day .
it1s tor fin. Is Fernfalern lasd on heaps 2 Sinhath done it, Shoul
L enter onthis, I fhould finde no end.

1. Sinis the caufe of 4/ National Evifs: We will name fome
and but name them.

Y. WWarse Judg.se8.---Theychofe new Gods: Thew sas War in 1)
Gates. James 4.1, From whence come wars and fightings among you ?
£ 12 not from yonr ufts ?

2. Famine, PRal, 107, 34.---He turncth s fruitful lind ino
Defert, for the wickednefs of them thar dwell sherein. Amos 4.6,--
Therefore (fc. for thew fins) bave I given you cleannefs of seethi
all your Citics, and [cavcene[s of bread in all your places, &re.

3+ Peftilence 5 as Davids fin here of Numbring the people.Rea
Deuts28.21.---The Lord (hall make the peflilence 10 cleave to thee
ull he hath confumed thee from off the Landy whither thou goeff te pof
efs 1L,
fAnd as finis the caufe of Nadional , {o alfo,

2. Of perfanal Evils 5 and thole are,

1. Temporal,
2. Spiritual,
34 Eternal. .

Sin is the Caule, the Meriting, the Procuring Caule of all
All Evils are but the Births of s finisa Big-bellicd Evil, an
all other Evils arebut the births of fin. "

Thofe upon your Bodies; Sicknefs , Aches, Pains, Weak
neffes, _

Thofe upon your foulss Fears, Heart-breakings , Terrors
Horrors, If youcould ripup fin, you would finde all thefe ¢
lie in the bowels of the leatt fin,

Shall I tell you ¢ Sinwas the firff Founder of Hell ; that whicl
laid the Corner-flone of that Dark Vawlt : for, before Sin, ther
was no Hell,

Nay, and itis Siz that Bult wp Hell, and hath fitted He/! wit
thofe Treafures and Riches of Wrath, Fire and Brimflone,

Nay, and that which ftill Addes toit, and increafechthe, Fewe/
ROM.3,50em-1t treafures up wrath againfi the day of wrath,

And therefore being an #niverfal Evil, aCatholick Ewilth
Womb of Ewils, and Casfe of all, it muft needs be The Greates
Buil, :

6. Demon
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6. Denmonfiration.

6. That which is worfe than the smoft Evil, mkft meeds be the 6. Dummpr,
Greateft Evil: But finis worfe than the ttmoft Ewvil.  That, which 31‘:‘:‘;?:‘&
is Greater thanthe Grenseft Evil, muft needs be Exceeding Great. Byl

" Hellisthe mmﬁ Ewily but Sinis worfe than Mell ic felf, Hell

feparate from {inis but miferable, not finful : A Penal Evily not
A Sinful Ewil, i

1{ay, feparate Hell from fin (though we cannor really fepa-
rate Hell from fin, yet an Intelleétual .Sc{mrarion we may make:
we may inour Underflandings abftract Hell from fin) And then,
1 fay, finis worfe than Hell 5 becaule Hellisbut 4 Penal Evil,
finis Asi:;[ul Ewvily  And there is no Pemal Evil {6 bad as 4
Sinful Evil. There is goodin the Punifhment, the good of Fuflice :
But no geod in fin: And therefore finin it fcﬂg isthe Grearest
Evil,

‘Now we come to the Second, whichis the ¢Hain. As fin
is in it felf, fo _

3. In the Apprchenfions of Gods people, fin & the Greateft
Evil.

1. Their fighs for fin.

2. Their ffjjrermgs to avoid fin do fhew, they apprehend fia
the Greatest Ewil,

1. Their f‘igb: for finy----you may lookinto Dawids Penstentid
Pfalms, and fce what fighsand groans for fin. Look into 2fulm
s1. Why, whatwas the reafon of them 2 All the Sufferings, all
the Evils in the world,would not fo much have affected him,as his
{fin, Paul,Rom.7.24---0h wretched man that Lam ! who [ball deliver
me from this bodyof death! ‘The Death of his body was nothing
to him, in comparifon of This Bedy of Death.

Paul went throngh many tribulations, endured 2 grear deal
of fufferings (as youmay read = Cor. 11, 23,24, 25. at large)
yet all thefe Scourges , thefe Prifons and Perfecutions , :did
not go fo much tohis heart; as fin, éven the prefence, though
not the power of fin. Thoughhe {uffered much, yec wedo
not read, that ever he cryed, OH! for all; And yet he doth
for Sin, OH! mifcrable manshat Lam 't who (ball delsver me from
this body of fin !--SO Peter, Manaffeh, cre., ‘

2, Their fufferings to avoid fin, Daniel was content to be thrown
into the Denof Lyons, the three Children intothe Fire, Pawl
and Siles into the Stocks ; and many of Gods people have cho-
fen to embrace Prifons, Stakes, Fire; and the hotteft Perfecutis
ons, rather than fine : =

Which doth plainly evidence to us, They efteemed Sin rhe
Greateft Evil, g, T

1. Greater ¥han Poverty; which yet is a'greac evily Melins eff

Cc Panem

thar
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than to fin,---Heb.x 1. 24, to the 28.-- Mofes chofe rather 10 fuffer i

affliction with the {copﬁc of God, _:f;_.m to enjoy the Pleafures of fin | -
e of that Chrittian-Mofes Galeacins Caracciolus, "

or ﬁjz'aﬁm,ThL’ li |
who was a Noble Prince and Marquefs, who yet,that he mighe
not fin, lett and forfook all he had, and berook himlelt to

live meanly withche peopleof God, meerly to enjoy the Or- -
dmances. And Mufenlus, a man of excellent Learning, and 3

famous Divine, who rather than fin, would clofe with any con-

dicion,
The Story tells us, That being driven out of all he had, he

was content, racher than fin, to betake himfelf to a Poor Trade,

tobe a Weaver, togetbread to maintain his wite 2nd children, |

Arterwards, being caft out of that way, the world looking upon
it as teo good for hu, he betook himfelf to work with 2 Spade in

the Common Ditch of the Town, toget his living. He could dowa

with any condstion, rather than fin.

Nay, they have not onely apprehended fin a Greater Evil than
Poverty: But, .

2. Greatey than Prifons, greater than Death it felf. Tt was the
fpecch of w4 m.&raﬁ',---)’ wltis in vtnenla ?';!Pt’)‘t'? Vultis in Mortess ?

4 o!r?orrz: oft mihi i=--Will you caft we imo Prifon? will you take away
my i '

e ? Allthis is defircable 10 me, rather than to fin,

When Endox sa the Emprefs thrcatned Chryfoffome, whom fhe -

wfterward banithed. He fends to her, Gotell her, faith he---Nil,

néfi Peccatum, timieo---1 fear nothing in the world but fin.

3. Nay, they have apprehended fina Greater evil chan Death--
24fil fpeaks of a Rich Virgin, who being condemned to the fite,
and fentenced to lofe her eftate, becaufe fhe would not Worfhip
ddolss yet afterward was promifed life and reftitution of eftate,
if the would 5 Shereplyed,---Faleat vita, Percat Pecunia---Fare-
wel life, lec money perifb. Look through the Tes Bloody Perfecu-
tions, and our Late Martan-days,and you {hall finde many inftances
to this purpofe.

T e
i
r’lh

Panem meadicare, guam Fidew perdere. Better to Beg, faith one, !

4 Nay, yet further, They have not onely apprehended fina -

fr?ig Ew than Death , ‘but yetmoie, 4 Greaser-Evil than Hell
it e '
Tt was the fpeech of Chryfofiome---Ego fic cenfeo, fic afsiduk pra-

dicabo, ¢rc.---1 thus think, and thus will I ever preach, that st

& morg bitter to fin againft Christ, than 1o Suffer the Torments of
Hell. ' L

Bl of fin, andon the other fide the Tornenis of Holl s he ywould
vather choofe to fall into Hell, thantofall into fin---At fuchadi-
ftance were their hearts fet againft fin:  And nothing more ordi-
nary than fuch expreflions as thefe from che Saints, in temptati-

ony, & troubles of fpirit, or inclearing their own hearts-- Rathey :

flay

Jnf:lm faith,--7%as rf or the one fide were Prefmudl unto biwe the
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lay we,-= Rather Dampn mey- Rather caft me into Hell ) than les me
Jin agaswfi thes dgre. K
Bue this fhall be {u flicient tq clear the DofFringd part, We comie
to the Application,
1. Confellary.

1. If finbe the Greateff Ewil in the world ; Then let us fall
down and admire the Wifdom of Gody and adore -the Goodnefs of God,
trho, out of the Greatefl Evi]',m::fd’ériﬁglbe Greateft Good : who
makes the Greateft Evil, an Occafion of the Grmrj} Cood that ever
was wronght.

: ﬂem.:rjwas lo taken up with the thoughts of itythat he fiich,--
Felix Culpa, qua sulerameruit Redemprorem |-« Hagpy fault ywhick
ociafioned [uch a Redeemer ! _ , & o

We thould be humbled for the fault, & hy} God for the Remedy;
and withal admire that wifdem and that goodnefs,which hath taken
accafion by muss wickednefs, to declare féf own goodnefs 5 by mans
fin,to make knownand expre(s the infnitencfs of his wifdem,power,
mercy, juftice, 0c, That chis thould be an occafion to draw out
all his Glorions Atiributes : That he thould bring Good out of Ewil,
Lifeont of Denth, Heaven ontof Hell, Goedoyt of fin, Cordials ont

Poyfon,

Lc{fds never doubt, never {ufpect, but God cun bring good ont
of any thing 5 turn the Greateft Evils to the advancement of his
Glory, and the good of his people; who can, outof fin and
Hell, bring good.  Whue isic to turn Afflictions, Perfccutions,
the Plots ahd Malice of mens What is it-to turn Troubles, Wars;
&c, o liis own Clory, ard Advantement: of kis own cawfe 7 who
was able to tarn Sin ro all thic 2 - ' i

- He, that canturn the Evil of fin; whichis Pure Evif, and the
Greaeft Evify can much more curn the' Evil of Trouble, to this
good of his people; .

This made the Apoftle {3y, that-- Al things fhoild work togesher
for goed 10 them that love God, ¢re. He, that hath experience of
this, needs not to doubt of any thing elfe. That God, that can
turn Ssm, can turn Afflitions, Croffes, Perfecutions, e, to she
goodof his Church and people. ;

2; Confetary. Y i

4. Henceconclude thetl, That it is the Saddeft pustifbtoent, the
Fedrfulleft judgement in the world, To be given up to firf, - This'is
the ntmo[{ punifhment chac God infhiteth upon meri4'and there!
foie the Greateft of all Pumfbments, o
" God doth ufually proceed by Diegrees, iti the ways oF i judges
meénts: firft, he begins with'leffet 5 if lefler will not d6, then'hie
roceeds to greater, he will pudithyet Sewen times misre 5 3id ftill
tlié further he goes, the greater arc his firokes, saE, A
Ca T Mok

1, ri-[tﬂkf.

3, CiNtiarf
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— i s
Now this is the fimifhing, the concluding firoke - this is the Lot
pumifbwent, and the Greatett of all other, Togive a man up rothe
Hase of finy Tofay toa man, Thou thatart filthy, be filthy flill,
awd thow that art anclean, bennclean flil, This he tells them in
Exck.24.13--Becanfe 1 wauld have wafbed thee, purged thee, and
thowwouldft not be purged 5 thercforc thou [bali vior be purged. And
fo he tells the Tliaelites-- Becanfc yow wonld have altars 1o fin 5 there-
fore altars [hall be to you to fin, Hol. 8,11,

Oh! Thereis no fadder judgement in the world, than for a
man 7o bogiven up to his own hearts duft, - This fets an Eternal
night of Darknels. .

A Meipfo me liberas Domine, (aith Auguftine; GoodLord dcliver
mit from mmy [elf, Y ou had better be given up to the lufts of men,
to the maﬁcc and cruelties of blood-thirfty men; better tobe
given up to the utmoft rage and malice of our blopdy Cavaliers
and Irifh Rebels, than to be delivered up to Yo felvesy-to the
lufts of your own hearts, Nay, you had betzer to be Given up
10 Satan, than tobe Grven up 1o your [elves, your fins.

The Lnceftuons perfon was Delivered wp to Satan, as you read,
1 Cor. 5. 5. And wasreltoredagain, and the beteer forit, Buc
we never read of any, who were Deliveredup to themfelves, who
ever returned: neveranyy whowere Given up tothe lufls of their
own heary, thatever recovered, - Beteer then Ty be deliuered, n
10 Satan than 1o fin 5 inafmuch, as AN Penal Ewils fall fhort of
S:':Jlﬁd Ewils, . y

Cis Judicial, in refpectof Gody who may punifh one fin wicl
another, and curfe finaith hardnets of heart.  Bdc thisis afin-
ful evil inrefpect of uss. we bring the writing and the wix, wd
God puts to the feal, and then we are fhut up for. ever,

And you are inthe High-way tovhis, who Go on én fin, gnd
will notbe reformed s when God hath laboured Ly Sicknefs, Af-
flitions, to recover you, you ave in the way to this Final Doons-=.
Youthat are filthy, be filiby fiill, &re,

) Sl (ﬁﬂfeﬂdr’. R I ) Co '

3, If finbethe Greateft Ewil jn -ihe woild , ‘Tbm,ﬁfr wh Efpﬂl}_
they arey who feck to rid themfelves of other Ewils, by the admif-
fion of fine Hewho labors to prevent other evils, or remove o=

- . ther evils; by theadmiffion of fin, runsinto the greageftevi] of

all. - He kills himfelf, to fave himlelf ; he deftrops himfelf, tp
preferve.. himlelf----He - shat thus faves his life,, dab lofe hes
life, : . .

There were never any times {o bad, bur. Gpds people might
have been fafe in them, if they would have admirted of fin,
Bucthey have feen their fafgty tolie in Sutering, when they
could have no fafety,bucin the Admitfion of fin:; You feeig in the
practice of the Three Children, ‘ ' 1t
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1t was the fpeech of the Primitive Ghriflians, when they were

hreatned with Prifons and Death, it they would not renaunce

Chinfi--Parce precor g dmperator ; Tu Caréerem , 1le Gebmmm.,._

8 are, good Emperors thou threatn:fta Prifon, but Chriff Hell,

¥ Governor perfwaded with him, that be thould pity hun(elf; and

“Wien Cyprean was {entenced to dye upon the {ame ground, the

vather Renowice his ervor, than lofe his [ife, and confuls a litsle on

+dr--Heanfwers hime-Fac quod 1161 praceptum eft = Inre tam jufid
" rullacft confultatio = Sirs you are my Ffrdye, you are none of my Coun~

[eflor = In fo clear and juft o mry’c there needs noCounfel.” I'will not
“difbonor the juitnefs of my caufe, toenter into Parlee, und Confwlts-
tio1, whether o fuffer, or fin. The like of that pirgin whereof
Bafil Ipeaks s who bade adieu to cftate and life; rather than aban-
doi her Profetlion, ;

Oh ! it werea fad thing to fecure our felves by thag, which is
our ruine ; topurchafe our liberty by bondage s our fifery by
fin. . You fee whatit coflt F.Spira, and Cranmer in Queen Epju.

* days, who knevy not hovv to be avenged on himfelf for his act,

but by Burning that hand firft, vhat had [isbfcribed 1o fin,

It s beeeer to be fhill in Prifon, than for fin to fetopen the
Prifon door : Inafinuchas ics becter co be Gads Prifansr, than the
Dewils Freeman,  Betrer tolofe all, thap tp preferve qur eftates
by ¢the admiffionof {in. vow @

And therefore, whatever your troubles are, whatever your
fears, whatever your dangers, bevvare of preferving yaur felves,

. or purchafing liberty, or life it felf,at fo dear a rate;35 by the 4d-

. miferable, if theydo por firft make you finfwl.

mifsion of fin 5 by Difhenoring God,and sounding lyiwr own m:{w’mm
!

Beware ot getemg Man your Friend, by.purchafing God to be

your Enemy, _ |
We know not yetwhae our times may come nnta 3 but itis
out ¢f the peach of the power or malice of men, Tio nsaks 1yon

hos

4 C‘anﬁd‘fnry..

Ll 2 . . Py i
" o If fin [eparately confidered, be {ogreatan Eyil: i¥hes vhea
is finciriumflantisped ? fin againdt knowledge, againtt miequs ¢ 1€
therebe fompch evil in finin the k‘Z{I finswbas thenin the graateft?
If Atomes be [0 greay s How great ther are Mowntaivs 2 1% dmper-
tinent thanghts be fohnful, as:having: more fin in thers; shan all
the weafures of heaven (befides Godand (Chyift) canlexpinte
what then are rebellions thowghts , comtrivgd-Muvders, fuednlative

© Addteries, contemplative wickednefs, covetons Aims and Bnds,

conterspts of God, flightings,and undervaluing of. bis ways 2. Hahere
be fo x{;uch fin amf hellfn 2 wain édle mrdfpnént # bell of ifin;mbas
mountains of wrath in your Carrion-communications, your flinkings
Nifcourfus, yowr bloody and horrid oashes and blafpemies ?

Nay,

4. Covfedery,
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5. cunfeitop

Nay; it there be to much evil inone finy and one fin fimply confi-
dered s what thall we think of fin compounded, fin circwmflantiard,

fin made exceeding finful 2 finsagamlt knowledge, againt means, .

againt mercies ? Oh! fic down'und confider one fin,and fee much
n it _ _

Such a fin 1 committed aganft knowledgeé, fuch a one
agninﬁ checks of conlcicnce, fucha one againit the motions of
t

e Spirit, &c. andcell me, if chelealt fin be not exceéding

finful,
§. Confectary.

If finbe fogreat an evil , then fec whar fools shey are, who
make amock at fin, Prov.14.9--Fools make a mock at finy they
fport acfin, Itis a{port to fivear,to be drunk, &c. they willfin

for fport and recreation, It is their recreation to doevil, to |

drink, to fear, tolye, to profane Gods-day---Thefe are Fools,
What, Natural Fools? No: he that goes about with a Whittle,

and a Bable, andaCoat, isin far better cafe than he, Heisa

Spiritual Fool, the greareft Fool. :

Will you fport with poyfon 2 will you {port your felves with
Hell ¢ nay worfe, Will yourecreate your felves, with deftroy-
ing your felves¢ will you fpore your felves with that, which was
fo bicter to Chrift¢ and will befo to thee, if ever thou be
pardoned.

Who would fport ac that, which is the mifery of loft men and
Devils, both here, and in Hell to eternity 2

One would think this poor fport and recreation, to tear in
pieces the fiefh, and wound, and fhed the blood of 4 Stranger,
of «A» Enemyy but kow muchanore of Owr Deareft Fritud ?

Thou, who {porteft at fin,doft fo with Chrilt, fporseft 1hy felf
in killing Chrift, crucifying C)ﬁw'(l?, tearing the ﬂ;ﬂ: of . briftagain,
Every oath is adagger to lis heart, as the fpear to hy fide
again,

It is the highelt piece of a Devilifh nature in the world, 7o

.__Eom at fin: Nonebut Devils do.it. It is the Burden of God,

¢ complains of it; and he accountsit an cafe, when heis rd
Of you---oAh! 1will eafe mé of my adverfaries, Haur.24,

t is the Wounding ot Chiift, the Grief of the Spirit, the
Trouble of Angels, the deftru&ionof the Creatures. Will you
fport at thar, which hath broughe all evil on man,all on Chnft 2
which hathmade Hell, fuelled Hell, and the Torment of fouls
for ever ¢ ;

Oh ! makenot that your joy, which was Chrifts forrow, and
will be yours eternally , it now your joy in fio, be ot turned ro
forow for fin, .

S, (o
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6. Confectary.

6. Ifinbe the Greateft evil , Then fec the urrer jmspofsibility ¢ cofetag,
of any thing under heaven, to relteve and belp vs from under the
gult of fin. fave FESUS CHRIST oncly.

Halt thou committed but onc fin? thou haft done that
which all the Treafures of Righteoufne[s in lieaven and Earth are
wot able to relieve thee, or help thee in, fave J E S US
CHRIST, ; ,

"There is as much required for the anfwering the guilt of one
fin, as the guilt of athoufund.

Infinite Righteonfnefs is requived for one, and no more is
required for a thoufand - And that Righreosfnefs none but Chrift
alone hath, _

Nothing can relieve us, but that whichis Adeqware in righ-
teonfnefs 10 the Evil of fin. ~ Now there is no r{q&mn{mﬁg in
the world, that is preportionable to the Ewvil of fin, but the
Righteonfuefs of Chrift.

1. Oar own, you kaow is too fhort 5 ivis called A4 menflruous rag,
Arag, and therefore cannot cover us- Menfireous, and therefore
though it thould cover us. yet it would buc cover filthwith filth 5
15 the Prophet fpeaks, Ifa. 30.1.--They covery but xot-with the
rawering of my Spirit, that they might adde finto fin s thacis, the
in of their righteoufnefs, tothe fin of their unr{gf;teojﬁuﬁ.- They
:overablot,witha bloty adde fin to fin, dung todung,

2. Nor will the righteoufnefs of the Lawbe. larae enoughy if it
were fuppoled that a manwere zble to fulfil all’ thac reghteonf-
acft, .and keep the whole Law---Prefent obedience, though fuppofed
0 be Adequateto the Righteoufnefs of the Law, will never anfwer
Or former offences and difobediences. _

The Law indeed is firong cnough to damn a thosfand, byt can-
w0t fave one 5 it can pour Hell, and Wrath, and Condemnasion
spon World of finners; but is notable to ponr Grace, or
0 give Juftification to one---The Apoftle tells us, Rom.8.3,44
--What the Law could pot do, #n that &t was weak thrpugh the
Tefb < God (fending his own fon, in the likenes of ﬁrrﬁa!iﬂa}ﬁ, and
or fin) condemned fin in the flefh--The fame Apoftiealfo tglls us,
5al.3.21--If there hadbeen & Law f:'w:z, which could have given
ife, vighteonfuefs [honld have been by the Law. The Apoftle tells
1s again, Gal.3.17--The Law was given four hundred and thirty
lears after the gmmf_{e, to thew we msft-not work, that we maébe
wftifled s butbe juftified, that we may be ablete work. If God
wd intended The Law, the infirument of Fuflification, he -would
have given the Law Four hyndred and thrty years before. the
P-romxﬁ. ; f

3. Nay yet fucther, Ir is not the righteoufnefs of Angels -(whict;

ye
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yetisa Grea ; c—_ﬁ:ght—eou_l;lel; t_h;ukl th;l{_)t_ t_ht:—Ew 5 Inafmuch
as the Angels were above Man in 1nmocency) ‘becaufe this alfo
is but a created Righteoufnefs, a finite Righiconfnefs, and noway

proportionable to the ewil of fin. 1f it had, onefin had noc {poil-

ed thote glorious Angels of their Goodnefs at once, and made

them Devils : which that fin doing 1hews, There was more evil |

in fin, than Good or Righteoufnefs in chem.

Well then, This fhews the utter impofsibility of any other un-

der heaven, or in heaven, to Free ws from the Evil of fin, but FESUS'

CHRIST. Nothing but Infiniteness candeal with fin. 1t muft
be 1nfinite wifdom--To finde out a way. Xemult be Infinite mercy--
To pardon. Infinite power--To [ubdue.  Infinite mertt---To purge
and cleanfe.  And lnfinise Grace--To deflroy fin.

However you think of fin, yet this hath been the Great Ene-
my which God and Grace have been contending withal, ever
fince the world began. :

And it hath put «a¥-Gud 101, even the Infinitenefs of the
inﬁffm 60d 1orcfeme ws, and 10 fave #s out of the Hands and Powes
of fin.

His infinite Wifdom, Powery, Mercy, Truthy Holine(s, have
beenall imployed to conguer fin; 11dy, fo 10 conquer fin, as to
[ave you skt finners,

The Great defign of God in femding Chrift sute the world; his
Incarnation, Humiliation, Death, Paffion, all were about this,
The couquering and deflroying of fin.

How Great an Euemy was this, thar God muft fend ou his Sos
to comquer it ¢ He canarm Flyes, Lice, Frogs, the meaneft of
Creatures, to overthrow the Greateft Power and Puiffance of
the earth: buc no lefs than his Son war Slroug enough to.con-

ey fin,

1 Y£u may think of fin as meanly as you' will 5 {wallow it with-
out fear 5 live init without fenfe commicic without remorfe 5
yet affure your felves, that this, you make fo flight of, re-
quired Nolefs thanthe infiiite power of Godyto couquer s the infi-
nite mercy :y[ Gaédytoparden y the infimse merit of Chriff,to 13/”"
for it. Te was that which fetche the Deareft Blood from the Heart
of hChrift, and will have Thine 100, if thou geteeft notan intere
n im,

7. Confeltary.

7. If finbe the Greatett Evil, Zhen fec bow muchwe are boun
to CHRIST, who hath born your fins, who hath born 44 b
evil foryou: you, who have an I)h'ﬂtiﬂ in bim.

Oh, the Love of CHRIST ! that he fhould bear fin, whic
B more than all miferies ! a greater evill than Death, th
Hell it felfis !
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If there were one in the world, that were contenc roée Poor .
for you, to Bear Patns for you, tobe Sick for you, to be \Arrefied
for ‘you, togoto Prifontoryou, ro Dye for you; nay, to Beay the
wrath of God for you , nay, the pains of Hell for you: How
would you think your felves bound te fuch an one for do-
ing it '

gW'hy, This hath CHRIST done for you.  He hath Bors fin,
which s a Greater Ewil than all thefe: oAn cvily thachath 44
thefe evilsin the bowels of i, Suck, as none but Chrift was
Able to Bear. ,

If God laid the feaft finupon thee, purefin (which none bue
CHRIST did ever bear herein this world) it would crufh thee
to picces with the weighcot it, though. all the Prllurs of Hea-
wen, Althe Gloriows dngels, Mould contribute their ftrength to
thiee, tohelp thee to bear thee up.

The leaft findoth deferve and draw down aninfinice wrath,
which ror thou, norall the Angelsin Heaven areable to ftand
under.

The Damned bear it in Hell. They bear it; and cannot
bearit, They are {lain withit, but cannot dye. Ever con-
fuming, never confumed, . -

_ And therefore how much are youbound to CHR@ST ! who
hath Born fin, 4 Greater evil than Al other Ewils 5 and with fin,
All the Torments, and Wrath, and Juftice due to fin,

All the world is not able to exprefs that ZTorment which
Chiift indured, whenhe did Bear finy when he did fveat drops of
blood, clods of blood 5 when he wreftled with the juftice, did bear
the wrath of God; whenhe cryed out,---2yGoD ! my 66!
Why haft thou forfaken mc!--A frange {peech from him ; who
was the Son of God, .

Which made the Fathers of the Greek Church fay , ¢ as
« "Apvesov womevs &c. By wertue Df f;)j unknown fﬂf)ﬁﬂ, and I}Mft
< ﬁ;ﬂ&riﬁgr not revealed to man, Have mercy on us,

Itis no difhonor to Chrift, to fay, That whatever the Jufferings
of the Damned were In Pondere, Chrift indured 5 thongh not In
Specie s for the kinde.

And thevefore let me Ry dgai, How much are you boundto
{‘br:]}, who hath born your fins for you ! And the more bound, be-
caufe it wasa Voluntary aé¥ of Chrift : none could inforce or con-
firainhimto it.  Now the more willingly a Courtefie is done,
the betteritis. ‘This doth inhance and heighten a courtefie, when
it is done Willingly, ‘

We ufe to fay of fuch good turas, which come willingly,
that we do account them double courtefies. The will doth
make all Greac. = As the more vvill there is in fin, the Greater
is the fin: Andthis makes The Sin agasnfbthe Holy Ghoff. 1tis
done--Deffinati Malitic--with devilifbnefs and defperatenefs of n;{{:’ i

D The

Grumis Sane
uinw,
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The mdre Will thereisin Service , the more acceptable thae
scrvice is: Whateveryou dofor God, the more Will there is
init; the more Godefleems it ; vvhere; on the conttary--$i guid
bonk Trifte feceris, Fitde te magisy qnam i te.  So here, The
more Will there vvas it this Great adf of Christ, the morcire vve
bound to Chrift tor it. .

Now it you look uponit, from the Beginning to the Eud, you
fhall finde nothing but Cifeer Love, meer good-will in it

His firft undertaking of it was Folwntary. 1t was a Voluntary
Agrecmicns betwixe God and Chyift: A willing Contradt made in
heaven with God, That be would wndertake this great sork.

And, he came into the world with asmuch Welingnefs, Heb,
10.5,6,7---Whercfore, when he comes into the world, he farth---
Sacrifice and offerings then wouldft not hawe, !_avémm-nﬁcrfﬁg;, and
facrifices for fin thow hast no pleafure--=Thes {aid 1,-- 1o, 1 come 10 do
thy will ; 0 God--Setting forth the Freencfs and 1¥illtugnefs of
Chrift to underzake this work.

" And hence the Angels fung athis Ircarnativn---Good will to
Hen.  Tuwas nothing but meer Good wills

And, when hewas in the world, he carryed on the work with
as much Good will, He tells use--For this end was 1 born,and for this
end came 1@to the'world---WNay, and he fuith---He was in pain 1ill
the how: cames Viz. in paisof lowe, till the hour came,

An-l, when the hour cune, though it wasa Black and Difmal-
bowr, called, The hour of Darknefs 5 yet he would nos defert us,
e would not leave s, 1f e had, He had left us in Hell, without all
recovery.  But he would go through with it, though it made him
(fo far as he was manto flrange at the workof his own mercy, Nay,
£e would bear finy and bear wrath, and would Liy doson the stmoft
drop of blood tn bes body, -

Oh ! Oh! Thil with your lelves, you, thatare The Pegple
of God., Howmucl ;ou dre bound to Chyift.

How may we {ay, with Bernard---Tu Vita mea s Ego mors tua
Tu Fufttia mea: Ezo Peccatum tuum, Tt calum mexmn: Ego Ge-
bennatna.  Tu Divitie mee: Ego Paupertas twa---Thow art m
Lifeg am thy Death. Thoumy Righteoufnefs, 1 thy Sin, Thou my
Heavon, 1thy Hell. Thou my Reches, Tthy Poverty,  Oh!how
are youbound to Chrift, who hath born fin !

2.But yet more,How are you bound to Chrift,who hath $¢ zorn
fin, aswe [hall not bear it : Sopard the Debt, aswe aredifcharged 2
€ol 2.14,-~-Blotsing ont the Hand-writing of Ordinances that was 4-
gainft us,and consrary 16 us, taking it away, and wailing it 10 bis Crofs.
As the Death of Chrift was our payment, fo the Refurreltion of
Chrilt is our dilcharge, Rom. 4.ulr #¥ho w.as delivered for our offences,
and rofe again for onr juitification. Arc we not Fuftificd by hu
blosd 7 Yea, weared and therefore he did not rife formally, to
juftifie us s but co deckare, chat we were juftified, that we were ac-
quitted, chae our fins were pardoned, ' Had




Stn the Greasefp Evil, 19

Had Chrift been ftill in Prifon, under the chains of death, we
could not have had any Affurance that our debt had been difcharged:
As the Apoftle faith eliewhere--If Chrift be not rifen, we are yer
mony fins. Buc now Chrift being eArrefied | caft into Prifon,
Jurd i the Crave, and having Broken the bands of Death | in
which 1t was not pofssble for him to be heldy Having  Rifen again s
By chis is declared, That our !En: are difcharged,

If indeed Chrift had fo oorn fin, as that yet sve fhonld bear 5 5
What were we the betrer 2 But Chvift having fo born fin, as that
we [hall not bear it, How sufinitely are we bound to Chysst for this !

Chrift hach lefe noching for us to do,but, Togoreceive what he
hatly Puochafed, and laid up in the hands of 4 Father : Nothing, but,
Sue ont an Acquittance . yea, And at the hands of him, who is
Juftand will not deceive us ; at the Hands of him who will certain-
ly beftow whatever his Son hath o dearly earned at his hands.

1t aman Dye, and leave Legacies in the hands of fuch who are
fuithful 5 may we not go and require them ¢ When Chrift Dyed;
he incrutted 44 his cuerits into the hands of his Father ; and he
hath left noching for us to do, But go, and require all,

God entredinto Bond and Covenant with Christ, That, if he
would gear fin, we thould not bear chem. That, it he would
Dye Yor fin,He would Pardon finy for all thatis included in 2fa. $3--
He [hill fee the Travvel of bis foul, and [ball be [atssfied.

Webnow Clrift hath done thisy and having done it,he hath given
all his fushers bills ¢ bonds into our hands,& withal,a lester of atiorney,
whereby we are inabled to call for all this, ac the hands of God.

It was for us, that CAriff undertook the worksand all that chriff
didyit was to inguge God to us: fitft o farisfie him,and thentoingage
wim 5 to make God onr debtor, vwho vvere once bis debters, And,as
long as there is any of the Blood of Christ to give ome (which will ze-
ver be fpent, it is an cmrfnﬂi;}g righteonfnefs) falongis the mercy of
vod, nay; the juffice of Godingaged, o beftonit onus, vvho by
Laith come vucy 10 hims,

And there remains nothing for us to do, in point of juftificasion,
e, To {rre out all thac thas Chrift hath purchafed.

We live in the vvorlds as if vve vvere to purchafe a pardon,
rvhen vveare onelyto veceive a pardon.

God arrefteth us for the Debt of fin , But do you think it is, that
ve fhould payis < alas poor crearnres!No, it is but to drive us ows of onr
elwes,and to bring we over unio Chrift, who hath alveady paid the debso

And,Oh’hovv fhould this make us advance Chrift admire Chrift;;
rize Chrift! What fhould indear our hearts more co Chrift, than
hisy 7%has he hath born our fins, and [0 born them, aswe fhall never

ear them 2 if vye have an'interelt in him. .
8. Confeltary. ;

3. Iffin bethe Greaseff Evil, Then it calls out, Y. Fershe 8. cofoery;

reateff Sorrow. 2. For the Greateff Hatred. 3, Forthe Gresteff.

‘are t0avordit, 4, For the Greateft Caretoberid of i2, "
D2 '
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"s_n;:m It finbethe Greareft Evel, Thenit muft have 1he Greatcff Sor. |
é;u::mmm‘ row, No aftiiction, no trouble, no evil, fhould be fo bicter to °
s, asfin; becaufefinisthe Greatelt Evil.

It is a fad thing to fee our hearts tender, and fenfibly affeted
with Leffer evils and trowbless and yétto be hard and infenfible
for fin,which is the Greateft of cvils,

It would therefore be our witdom, when any other evils be -
uponus, 70 twrn all our fighs, tears and forrows wpon fin. :

It is an Aphorifm 0 Phyfick--+ Erumpens [anguis, vena [elth
fiffisur : If amanblecd vehemently in one place, they let bivs blood
in anether y and foturn the fireamof blood anocher way,

It fhould be our wifdom, when our fos/s bleed, and our hearts
mourn forother evils,to turn all thofe mourntng affcétions upon fin :

_Let them run in the right chanel.

Thofe tears mult be wept over again, which are notfhed for
fin.  Sorrow is lise Mercaries Influence : Good, if it be joyned
with 2 Good; Bud, if itbe joyned with a Bad Planet,

Itis not fo much the Sorrew, as the Ground and Spring of
the Serrow.  The object of it isto be taken notice of, Sorrow
was sanght sv Fudas, good in Peter y W W3S naught in Sanl, good
in David, In the one, it was a Sorrow to death ; inthe other,
a Serro. to«vre the wouna of Death.  In the one, worldlyy in
the other, - dy -Worldly forrow caufeth death.  And fuchis all
forrow, tl.. hath not l{n for the ground, grace for the princi-
ple, God v the end.

Whete - is apprehended the Greateff evdl, it will have the
Greatefl fo ww: Sorrow to exceed alt other {orrows.

1. Theuh not ever in guantsty and bulk, 1)” in quality and
worth : £ rtle Gold is worth agreac deal of Earth and Rub-
bifh.

20 T2 ongh not in firength, yet in length and cominnance : Other
forrows are but Ui caLanazﬂwd, for a time, occafioned by a
Storr , which, when that is over, the flood is down. This God-
ly {o-row doth arife from a [pring, and having a fowntain to con-
tuuez it, itis Permanent, when the other is gone. This is che
difierence between the Godly, and the other.

Gods people, their forrows , which are Spiritwal, do arife
from a fpring ¢ their worldly, froma ftorm, 2 tempelts The
wicked, cheir fpiritual forrows arife from a ftorm, (ome prefene
vvringing of Confcience , fear of vvrath; and their vvorldly
forrovys arife from a fpring. )

. Wherg finis apprehended the Gresteff Ewil, there ic fhall
have the Greateft forrom, :

. 4 forrow Propertionsble 10 she Heafares and Greatnefs of
Sin.

"3 A ferw Bropetimable w0 the HMarit and Defers of
sﬁ_ﬁ_r : o :
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“As the meritof finis infinite, fothe 1osrovy for it muft be an
mfinice forrovy, Infinite, 12y, Now dits, fed Affeitu, not
snthe al and exprefsion , bas 3n the Defire and Affeition of the
oul. :

f He, vvhofe Hears and Eyes dry up together, vvho(e Bxprefsi-
an in Tears, and Affection of Sorrew, do end together 5 though
he had wepe 4 fes of Tears; he had not yet sruly wept for
i
4 Where forrovv is Godly, it hach Affeifions of mowrning, vvhen
the :xp#kim of mowrning ceafeth s becrule every drop of tears
doth arife trom a {pring of tears vvithin, :

As every Ait of Fathdotharife from 2 believing difpofition,
an habit of faith vvithing every act of Love, froma Princtple of
love vvithin: Soevery exprefsion of forrow trom an affedtion of
forrovv in the fpirit---Hence.vve read, 1 Sar.7.6. their forrovv
is expreft by this Meraphor---They drew water (as out of a vvell)
and poured is_ows before the Lord, ‘Their eyes did not empry, fo
fat as their hearts filled. Their eyes could uot pour it torth
fo faft as their hearts did yielditup, AWl their Exprefsions of
Mourning did fall fhore of thole Affections of Sorrow vvhich
vvere iu the heart,

Thisis forrowfor fin: A forrow proportioned to the meafure, to
the demertt of fin: A forrow, that doth exceed al' other for-
sovvs; though not in quamity , yet in quality; th ngh not in
frength, yeun lengthand continuance. v _

2, Isfinthe Greareft Ewil, Then it calls out for 100 Greateft
Hatred, Nothing is properly the objef? of Hatred, but Evil:
And chat not A4 kind of Evil : but finful Evil---Pcnal Evils
arerather the Objedts of Feaar; than of Hatred, becanfs chefe are
Improperly Evil, :

Nothing indeed is evilt but vvhat makes ss evsl: an  <hefe
may be a means to make #s good; and thereforeare not praperly
evily and {o an 0bjed? ?' hatred, _

Sinful cvil is properly the objeld of hatred, becaufe this is pra-
erly ewil: and being the Greaseff of Ewils, fhould therefore
ﬁave the greateftof our hatred, Pfal, 92.10---Touthat love 1he
Lord, fee that you Hase evil. It is not enoughfor you, tobe
angry wvithfin, and difpleafed vvith fin; for fo a manmay be
vvithhis Friend, one vvhom he loves, upon fome dicourtefie:
Noris it enough that you fhould firike fiw; for fomanydo to
daz, and imbrace it to morrovv: But you muft endeavor td
kil fin. Hatred labors after the #n-being of thatit hates : No-
thing but the deffruction and blosd of it, vwill fatisfie the foul thas
truly hates fin, % b .

Thereis 2 great deal of miftake in men, concerning chis poiat.
I might fhevv you the fecrer deceits of the fpiric, conéeraing it

in brief, and hovy far thofecome fhore-of bawredof én. 11
X

2. Sin aallsfor
the greaceft
Harred,



| _ e I
22 Sin the Greateft Ewil, 2

1. A man may fall ows with a finner, &} woomm he bath beeir dragy
into fin, and yet not Hase the finy execute the Traycor, and yer
like the Treafon,

2o A man may fall out with bimfelf for fin, and yet wot hate fin -
When he hath brought fome inconventence to himfelt by his -
fin, whieh otherwife he liketh well enough,

30 Aman may fall ous with fin, and yet not hate fin : Caftaway
the coal, when burne with the fire that is in it, and yet notof-
fended wich the blacknets of i, or the defilement which he get-”
teth by it. :

4 f;:‘:ﬁ,‘lf“ 3. If finbe the Createft Ewvil , Then it calls out for the Greatcft

arewovoid it. Care to avoidit, Men are naturally atraid to fall intoevil, VWhie -
ftudy, vvhat care, vvhat endeavors to prevent Eanl2 Did you
apprehend fin to be the Greasefl of Ewils, there vvould be o
lefs care to avoid fin. You vvould endeavor to walk clofly and
exaitly with God; to Beware of all the 0ccafions, allurements, -
&c which might draw you to fin. Youwould warch in al} Tumes,
inall Compantes, good and bad, in all Places: Nome are (o fecure,
but youmay fall iwts fin, it you be neglective of yowr Chriftian

e Watch,

Thus, where -1 is apprehended to be the Greateft Eail, thers
will be the Gre. ¢ff care and corcamfp=ition agamftiin,d  Suchia
man

1. Heis Ac juainted with she fulls of others , whichare to him,
not Land-M. ksto walk by : but Sea-Marks; and Recks to Shun,

2. He is . cquainted with the w:.rl‘ml'[f and wickednefs of his
own heart anc [pirit 5 and therefore warches,

He know. he canuot trult any member alone; without a Guard

upon it. :
d Theey: are full of fin : <Adultery, Pridey Envy, lufls of the
Eyéy 1 Jcnna 6. And he cannot truft his eyes, withouc—['(?aér
Covenaw -1 have made a Coverant with mine eyes  why then fhould
1 think -namaid ? Chap,31,1.

The Torgue is full of Ain: Of Curfings, Murmurings. Revilings,
Yain-( ommunications : And there 1sno crufting of i, withous
David Bridle, Pl,39,; 7--1will kecp mymonth, aswith a Bridle,
that 1. ffend not with my Tongue. He knows his ownweaknels and
wickcdnefs ; and theretore dares not truft any member, withoue
his Keeper. '

3, Such a man; he is acquainted with she power and policy of
Satan: who, as Luther callshim, is Now Promotus, [ed Exper-
s Delfor. A fubtle enemy, whole Temprations arg called---
To 481 T8 Toifav, Revs 362 4.0~ Tek Nofualloe 18,1 Cor,2.1 1y=e o5 Mebodlaies
Tiis TTAarus, Eph. 4.04.

#ie fuits his tempeations according too.

Suchanone, fxe is acquainted with she danger and deceitful
;u;: of fins and how icis

L. Deceitfu
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Y. Deceitfulsnits Objelf, . CE ok
2, Deceitful inits Argunents. R :

3. Deceitfulin its Presences and Exeufer, Nullum vitiuai: finc
atrocinio, s ¥
&4 Deecitful in its Incroaches, o Coh

5. Deceitful in dts Promifes. And thierefore willhe keep aniboly
reamfpection,an bumble, awful jealous fear over his own (piriejleft
¢fhould fall inco fin, He lookson fin, as his Gredreit Eod yand

is Greateft care and endeavors ave to- avvoid fin. el

4 1f finbe the Greareft Evil, Then fhould it be our :&ig‘e.rf 4. Sin calls fo
dearvors to be rtd of fin,” Every manwould labor to.berid of E;‘;:"‘ﬂ;“t“
v Feel, and the Greater the Evil, the greater.is our defire to be ofi, A
{ thereof, ; .

Now fin is the Greateft of Evils: How much more then
>uld we Libour and endeavor to be Rid of the Gremest of
vils ?

Alus ! alas ! what are all other Evifs, to the Ewil of Sin ?
tich makes our good, ewil. And ;'et 10 {ce the vilewefs of mens
irits, they would fain be rid of all other ewils, but not of Sin -
Pharaoh--Take away this Death, this Plague. They complain of

¢ evil canfed, butnot of the evil canfing--of :he ewil punifhing
tnotof the ewil punifbed--Flagella dolens : Luiare Flagellantr,
vdol2nt, Vaith Auguftine: They howl under the prefent feourges.

1 affliétions, but never lament the finy they would fainbe rid

the Pain, but yet they would fain keep the Toah.  Whereas

s ! tillfin be removed, the affliflions will notle removed,
they be, yet not in miercy, but in judgement: And your
ef:mt Deliverance doth but Refervé you tora fevcrer ftroke,

W here on the contrary, 1f fin be removed,the affliétion will be
noveds They arelike the Body and the Shadew 5 1 emove the

y, and the Shadvw muft needs be removed, Sinis .'e Body,

1 affliétions be but the Shadow., )

Or, if the Afflictions do continue; yet, if God take away

, the Evil of 1he Ewil is taken way. Sinisthe fling of ewery
fliction. Sin is thae which imbicters every Crofs <+ Aud fin

ng takenmaway, that which is Vindiftive 1s taken way, and
iwwhichis Medicinal, and for Salvation, doth remain. It is

we fruitful s than penal: Al for merciful tnds, and out of
veiful refpeétss when (inis takenaway, . _

x. If finbe the Greateff Evil, Then let us rather choofe to fall

2 te Greareft Ewil in the world, ihan into the !m_/{ evil of

All other Fwils have fome Good in them, andare tobe the
elts of Choice, in cafe we cannot avoid them, bur we mufk
nit of fin,  Thus you fee Mofes did ; as-yon may read, Heb.1r,
He chofe rather tobe afflicked with the people God, tham 1o -en-

the pleafures of fin for a feafon.

Buc
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But now fin, itis All-ewsl | and No-good 5 and there s nothupg i+
in the world fhould make us to chufe fin. -
2. Is fin the Greaseft Evil # Let this then putuson 1o pity.
and pray for fwch,who are under a sfate of fin.You pity fick Friends
oor Fricndsy wndone Fricnas. But alas ! what are all thefe rwt’:’i
to the ewil of fin ? what is Peverty? whacis Sicknefs 2 what s
anything, tothe Evil of Sin? Al thele are but omvard : this |
is an Imward Ewvil. All thefe are buc of a Zemwporal wature; |,
Deathbut a Conclufion to them all, Buc this is of an Erermal !
astwre, All other will never make youthe 0b)eé? of Gods wrath
and hatred. :
And therefore {pend fome tears, put up fome prayers for fuct,
who are under the flate of fin, O (faith abrabam) thar 1lmul -
might live inthy fight! So fay thou, Thercis fuch a Friend, and
uwch a Friend, a Brother, a Father, ¢re. who lies under fin, is in
aflatcef fins Oh! thas thow wouldft pity their fouls ! Oh! thas
thow wouldst [natch them out of the flate of fin!
3.If fin be fo Greas an Evily Lev w5 then fall down and dd-
mire, ' :
x, Thegreatne|s of Gods Patience in bearing with finners, .
2, The greatnc(s of Gods mercy in pavdontng fin. i
l-“_d““'_m“"' 1. Here Admire the grmmef& of Gods pasicnee in bearing with
e wih finvers. It may be thou haft been an Unclean Sinncry a Druvken
finners. finncry & Swearing-wretch, thele twenty, shirty, forty, it may be
threefcore years g and more.  And hath God ‘fpared thee 2 Oh!
herefee the wonder of Gods patsence !
If it were not, that God is Almighty in the pewer of bis pati-
ence, it had been impofssble he thould have fpared thee [o long.
He tells us fo, Hof.11.9. TamGod, andnot man---1will vot enter
into the city, viz. 1o deftroy ic, So Mal.3.6.---1am FEHOV AH,
I change not--Therefore ye fons of Facob are mor confumed ; Im-
plying, if hehad not been'God, if he had not been Almighty
in the power of his patience, they had cextainly been eus off fong
before,
fif menbe daily provoked and irritated with injurics , and do
not come out to reveage, we attribute iceither to their Pufilani-
writy, or totheir lmpotencys either ro their want of ¢omrage, o
want of Power. Butnowicisnot fo with God, Hrs patience is
bz power. Numb.14.17,18, when God had threatned to deftroy
them, Mofes prays to God toforbear them, and hecalls chat 46
of kis paticnce, no lefs than bis power---Now, I befeech thee, {es
the power of my Lord be great ) acsording as thow haft [poken---
The Lovd 1 !ang-fﬁj‘?rl‘n , &6 whereyou fee, he makes his ps-
slence his power. And foit is indeed, if youconfider what finis,
Shall I fay no more of it,than this, which God faith, Lewit.26.2 1.
Kcis conirary to God

1. Ie
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") Ltis comtrary to the works of God. As foon as God-fet upand

tfected the frame of the world, fin gave a fhrewd fhake toall,
it umpin'd this frame, and had liketo have pull'd all in pieces a-
gain, And had it not been for che promife of Chrift all this
trame had fallen in picces again. . A

If a man Mould come into a curtous Artiticers fhop,and fhould
with one blow dafhin pieces a Prece of Art, which coft him many,
years ftudy and pains the contriving of it. How could he bear,
withit? Thus fin did, and ycr dhae God fhould torbeaar, Oh!Omy,
nipotent p;uiem:c.' _ i ,- _

2. But yet fuithery It s Contrary to Gods natwre. God is
doly, finunholy 5 God s pwre , finss filthy s and therefore com-
pard ftill to the moft filibicft things in the world, to the Poyfon
of Afpes, 0 Uleers, Sows, ¢re. W all che Noyfom Follursonsin the
world met inene common Sk, 1t would never equal the Pollu-
tion of fin. - S

- Godis good, perfeit Good : Sun 15 evily umiverfally evil, There
is good in all ocher things, Phigue, Stcknefs, Hell seiclf; ina kind,
hath a gosd init: Nowe in fin,

sinos the Praélical-blafphemy of all the name of God. 1t 15
the pare of bicFuflice, the Rape of his Mercy, the Feer of his
Patience, the Shight of his Power, the Contempt of his Love - Te
is every way coatrary to God. : 3

3. 1tis comtrary tothe will of God, God bids us---Da this 5 Sin
Qaich--1 will wos do it--Sanififie my Sabbath--1 will not fanétific it.
Here is Contradiction: And 'who can -endure Contradicti-
on*?

It is fer down as a great piecc of Chrisls fufferings, Heb. 12.3,
~—That he indurdd the contyadiétion of finners aguinft himfelf - cex-
tainly ic was agreat [uffering. How cana Wifeman indure to be
contradicted by s d“oac' ¢ And here, that Chrift, whowas The wifdom
of the Father, thould bear with luch coneradiétion from fools 5
here vvasagreat picce of Suffering. :

Now fin is a contradiction of God : Sets Willy againfy wifdom ;
and the Hell of a wicked Will, againft an Heaven of Infinite wif-
dom, And that God fhould bear vvith fuch finners; here isa
Wonder,

You knovv in all the Creatures, Cobtrariety makes all the
Combuftion : Ttmakes all the warin natore, itcaufeth on€ Ele-
ment o fight againftanother:  Fire againft warer, Water againft
.::re: It vvill make very Stones to fwear, awd burft afun-

r.

Travel through the vvhole Creation, and you fhall not
fee Any Cresture, that can bear vvith its Comrary. And
that God and Sin fhould be Contrary; and yet che Simner
live ip the world: Here is a Wonder, a VVWonder of Pati-
ense. , ¥

E 2. 1s
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ahémire Gods
metey in par-
donin; fn,

3. Isfinfo Greatan Evil? Let s then fall down, and  admmp |
the greatne[s of Gods mrc{‘ in pardoning fin,

k
Sin the Greateft Ewil, o

3
i

You fee how the Prophet cryes out and Admires, Mic.7.18--» i

Who e a God like ustothee ! That pardowath iniquity, and paffeth by
the Tranfgre[sions of vhe remnant of his heritage | S0
It is one of the Greateft works, that God doth in the world, 7o

pmlan fin. Aworkin which he declares, all his gloriows dttria |,

butes : His Wifdom, his Power, his Fuftice, his Mercy, his Holinefs, |

&re, inpardonsng fin,

Men that have cheap and flight thoughts of Cods Pardoning- Mer-
¢y have thereby an evident ign, They never had a pardon: never
knew whnat it wasindeed, Tohave a pardon.

If everany work in the world did put God toit, then this
of the Pardon of fin. And, if ever God do intend thee any
good, he will inftruét thee, and rectifie thy judgement in chis,
Touching the Pardon E{ fn.

‘Therctore doth God humble men, ac cheiv Bringing-in , Te
raife up their esteem of o pardon, To advance the greatnefs of his own
Mercy, in Pardoning fin,

And indeed we thould not need {uch great Preparations and |

Humtlratsons incoming to Chrift, if we had but Grearer thoughs
of the Pardon of fin.

Men make no more of 2 Pardom, than to Cry God Mercy. Swear
an oath 5 and then ﬁly,-r*o':?a' f arg!-w me. Or fa}f,—-Lom’ bhawve mercy
on me, when Ldye.

It was faid of Lewss the 11, King of France, that He wore 4
Crucifix in his haty and when be had finned, be would bur kifs his
Crucifix, and then all was done. And {o the Papifts makeit no
more but a Crucifix, and a Confefsion. Ah! sy Brethren, if ever
God mean goodto you, he will make you Knew what a Pardon
#, 1fa.55.7. when God would draw menup, to Shew them s
Pardon s e calls them Above all the World---eMy thoughts are
not as your thoughtss nor yewr ways, my ways, [aith the Lord,
they were, then I could not multiply Pardons: But asthe Hea-
wens are higher than carth, [o aremy thoughts above your shoughts,
and my ways above your ways. 1am infinice.

If Gods Creating-mercy were fo great, as David vvith
doubled Admiration {etsit out, Pfa/.8.1. and thelaft werfes,--
O Lordy our Lord ! how swonderful 35 thy Name in all the world :
who haft fet thy Glory above the Heavens. Whatis then his Par-
doning Mercy ¢ _

3. Laftly, Is fin fo Great an Evil ¢ Then fee what caufe we
bave tohumble our fouls before God this day, That vve have had
fuch flight thoughts of fin, vvho hath thus judged fin to be
the Greateft of all Euils: Whae flight thoughts have vve of fin¢
vve can {vvallovy it, vvithout fear s vve canlive in it, vvithou
fenfe s vvecancgmmitit, vvichout remorfe. All yvhich thevvs

f vve
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yve have but flight thoughts of fin, vve do not apprehend fin to
s fuch an evil asindeed it s, R "

Nay , Hovy faulty are Gods people themfelves here 2 What
nean thoughts have they of fine L

They arc not fo watchful againttit, not fo Burdened, vvithir,
1ot fo troubled for it, as they ought to be. A}l yyhich fhevvs,
hat though fin do appear to them, to be A great Evd; and,
rhe Greateft of all other Ewils ; yet they do not apprehend it
o be [0 Greas an Evilasitis. 1

Now, that you may beable to have fome fustable conceptions
f fin to the greatne(s of at; that yon may be able to fee fin
.\Emdﬂ{q finful y, T will briefly prefent it to you in thefe Six
Haffes : _ Co
:q Look uponit, In the Glafs of Natures which, though it
e but a Dim-Glafs, a B!mvn-(}bgj: Sin hach dimmed it; yet
. thisable to dilcover a grear deal of the evil of {in. The
ery Heathen chemfelves have feenand judged many fins 10 be
s greaseft of cvils. , _ o,

‘Though Spirisual fins were hid from them, their light was
ot able to difcover Infidelity, and Gofpel-fins 5 yev Moral-fins
aey have difcovered, and have avorded them, -and would
azard themfelves 5 nay, and {uffer too, rather than they would
smmic fuch fins. Theexamples of Plato, Scipio, Caro, and many
thers, will clear this,

And all this was difcovered by the Glafs of Nature, done by
lature 5 butnot by meer Nature fallen, but by Nasure well-hufs
inded, by Natwre improved, by the implantation of Moral Princi-
les, together with Reffraining Grace, and other common gifts of
e Sperit. G

The Grearnefs of their Hatredagainft fin, the Greatnefs of their
are to avoid fin, the Greanefs of their Sufferings, rather than
rey would commit fin, might be enough to difcover to us, .the
reatnefs of the Evilof fin, Butpafs by chis. \

2, The fecond Glafs, wherein you may fec the greatnefs of fin,
» The Glafs of the Law, ; i e g

A Glafs which difcovers fin in all its Dimenfions, the Guilt,
emerits Filthincfs and Sinfulnefs of fin, . Hence the idpofile,
om.7.7. faich---7 bad net fnown fin, but by the Law 5 thatis, I
1d not_known fin fo hainous as it ss, 1 had not known fin in the
idenefs and latrude of #¢: I had. not known the fiufulndfs.of fin,

it had not beenfor the Zsw, if the Lswhad not bdena Glafs
vhave difcoverea fin to me. . This difcovered finin its gxdti:rj{',
avid, Plal.119.96--1 have [eenan end of all Perfectipn, bint thy
aw i excecding broad 5 thatis, by revealing the compaf of fin.

proportion to its Widenefs, and Greatnefs. Wit 3" o)

Oh'! This will difcover to thee msre nakednefs in oie fin, than
Lthe would can'covery more sndigency in one fin, than, alt the.

E 2 " Treafures
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Treafures of creased r{g&m:;:jm[: in heaven and earth are able «o
fupply 5 more abliz:iry and injuftice in one fin, in 2 ver wandring
tbuglt, than all she Deashs of Wen, and Annibilations of Angels are
ableto Expiate, :

Search o the Law, and thou (halc difcover T lmﬁmd; of fins
which fall under 4m oOne Law of God. Oh! Here 15 4
Glafs 1

3. Look upon {in in The Glafs of the Griefs, Woundings ,
Pesrcings, and Sorrows, which the Saints have found,

1. In their Admifsions , and firfp Entrance imto the flare of
Gm:f.

3. Inthtir Re!;{vﬁng: and Turnings again to folly,

1. For the firft: See what Groans, Humsliations, they have
indured in their firft admiffions into an eftate of Grage, n Ma-
naffeth, 2 Chron,33. 12. in Pauly AQs 9. inthe Converted Jews,
A¢#s 2,37.when the nails which peirced Chrift, now ftuck in thex
hearts, as the arrow inthe ftags fide,

How many of the Saints have there been, who have been caft
into 2 bed of miferable forrow, lain bed-rid under the ftroke of
Juftice perhaps for many years: And allithis for fin.  No age:s
without a Thoufand examples of it _

2. Look upon the forrows and breakings, which the Saints
have indured upon their Relapfinginto fin. Seein Perer, in Da-
vid : Read what fad expreflions he hach in pfalm 6. {roft
ver(, 1. to verf, 7. and in Pfalm 32. 3,4, 5 verles.  So
Pfalm 1. ’

How doth he complain how his--Soul is troubled--his bones are
broken--his eyes ave confumed with [orrow--his bed [wims with tcars ?
And all this for fin---Hereisa Glafs, wherein you may fee the
Ewil of fin 1o be the Greareit Ewil, _

Yez, and the leaft fin when God fers it on, will do all
this,

4. Look upon fin'in Adum 5 and chere feethe greatnefs of it.
That one fin of Adam, hath brovght AU the Miferies, Sicknefs,
Death, &c. upon Al his Poflerity fince that tsme,

It hathbeen the Damnation of theufands of millions of men ,
and Rill it runs on. Gods juftice is fill unfarsisfied s ifit were, there
would be a ftop: We thould Dye ne more, Be fick no more,

{ 7 s ) 5

Oh ! Here you say fee fin; fin in its Extenfivenefs.

5. Lookupon finin Chrift: See there what Humblings, what
Breakings , what Woundings s what Peircings , what Wrath it
brought upon Chritt himfelf, It was that, which mir{gfd.rbﬂ
Better (np, with fuch wofwl ingredients 5 which; had we but fipe
of it, whenit was (o cempered, wonld have laid our fouls under
more wrath, than AK the demmed in Hell do [uffer.  Chrat 4id

Bear Bure Fuftice for fin,
' Nay,
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Nay, it made him,who was Ged as wek.ax il (anctsfied by the
Spirit to that work, ftrengthned by the Deity, 7o fmﬂimp‘.;z‘
blood, and even to firuggle, and [eems to draw bick, and pray agiti
the work of his awn CMercy, and to decline the bufinefs of 1 own
¢coming into the world. ;

Ah'! none knows but Chrift, norisu fiwine wwderfanding sble
to conceive, what Chrift underwent, when hewas to 34 fis,
and withgthat Towreftle with the infiwite orard and juflice. of she
fufinite God 5 the Terrors of dearh, and the Powers of the world to
come, Hereis a Glafs, whereinyou may fee The greatncfs of fin,
The widene[s of fin, The guilt of fiw, The Remerie of fin ¢ All
which are let out to the lite, in the Deagh, Sufferimgs, Breakings

and Woundings of the Son of God,

You, that makelightot fin, go to Chirift, and ask him, How
heavy is was 5 even that, which you make fo light of, which
weffed him down to she ground.. Aad the loaft fin would have
prefled thee, and all the pillars of heaven, to the Borvom of Hell
for ever, _, R

6. A fixth Glafs, Look uponfin inthe Dammarion of thefbul
for ever 5 that nothing would {atisfie the juflice of God; dut the
Deftruction of the Creature. WO Sicknefs, 10 Prifons; 1o 8lood, no
sufferings, but the Sufferings of Hell:” And thole not for a 7w,
Wt for Ever. Ah! lee here the greatnefs of finy which highs
e further amplified by the confiderucion of the precioufnefs of
he foul , which yet fin ruines to all cternity, Aad cherefore
vould you know ll:/n Y Quere Damnatos, «Ask the damned what
inds. Lay thy Ear wo Hedl, and hear thofe Skréechings, thofe
{owlings, thofe Roaringsof the Dammed. .. Awd all thes it for fin.
Oh they are dear-bought pleafures, which muft be thuspayed
ar with everlafting pains, , Ll el

"Thus you {ee what fin is by.all thefe G/nffes+ And'thexéfore,
dh! how ought we to be Humbled for our flight thoughty of
iny which isﬁ) grear an Ewil 7 . A STL PO A

s el e B IREIE TS O
#- 3 Be AR .
Now if itbefo, Then fee whae aeed we have o wiggrabar
» t(} the u’tﬁloﬁ in our co;’( s@&dfhﬁq;'\mﬂﬁlﬁ’m san
ty of it, will fall infinitely fhert of thio Ha) ilei i) I
You can agg{aw.te' JI'EO ﬁny high, 8 R i abdve t_’&jﬂ.as
>make fin greacer than it is, You can have Nﬂlﬁl’ixﬁg’ﬁg'ﬁ
4afs, togreaten {in above the Grewnfs oflies Yok trave c|
slafles, to make greater other- thifgs khold théirasivm !lﬂgneﬁl}
‘hich are able to prefent fmall chings greas 5 mican things, of va
gnefs: But you haveno Glafs to mwisiphy fin, and make finap-
sar Bigeer thanit is,

The fufferings of the Saims, the forrows of she Saints; the
nfferings
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wfferings of the Damned arerooihort ; ‘T'he Glals ot the Law,
the Glafs of Chrifts fufferings (whichis the greareft) this doch not
fhew fis grearer thanitis: It doth but difcover fninits Juft Pro-
portions and Dimenfions. . :

It had noc been juftice in God,to have required wore blood, and
toputhis own Sox te more fuffersng, than findeferved. Nor would
this have ftood with Gods Leve , bis Puty and Mercy to his Son,
to have put him to more than fin deferved.

Though now there be merey more than cnongh for the greaseft

fimners s asthe Apoftle faith, 1 Tamn 1. 14 yet there was noc
Fuftice more than enough exercifed upon Chiift for the demeris
and guilt of fin. .

The Death of Chrift was--'AvriNdlgov-- dn Adequate Ranfome
for our fouls and fins: And yet there is a Redunduncy of merir
an overflowing of merit inthe Satisfaition of Chrift, 1o Ranfome 4
thoufand worlds more tothat, if need were. As fin is infinite,
inregard of the ofjec?; lo Satisfaction is saufiane, in relpect of
the Merit,

Hence Chrifts death is not onely faid to be 4 Satesfudtion , bue
A Purchafe; notonely A Payment, buc A Purchafe.

A Saissfaéiionit wasto the Fuffrce of God tor fun, ally And
A Pﬂﬂ:ﬁdﬁ of all good things from the Mercy of God 5 towhictr
his Fustice, inrefpect of the Validuy and Worth of Chrifts Satss-
faction, # Bound to we. Burthis 'Dy way of .D{qrr];iw}.

See then, what need there is, To dggravare fin 1o the wtnost 5
becaufe we cannot.zultiply fin 1o the greatmefs of it. There will
be maay fingular fruits of {o doing. .

t. This will breed fhame and confufion of (pirit for fin.

3. This will make you advance, and rehifl mercy besier,

When the debt {eems lictle, we are ready and apt ro undervalue
« pardon.- But, when fin appears exceeding finful, this doth make
us value-mercy, prize:apardon. - :

When fin is feen the greareft Evily Mercy and Parden vill be ap-
prehended the greateff Good.

3. This puts s intothe neeveft difpofition, Vo for[ake fin.  As he,
who cxtennates fing is relolved to continue in fin 5 {o he, who
truly aggravates fip, defires to be rid of it.

- 4. Befides, It breéds 4. Difplacency with onr felves, when we con-
fider, Howsll we have dealt with Cgod. M

-y, 1ts produceth felf-judging, and. felf-condemnation : as we fec
in David; Plal, 5360 i, . 7 -

6, Ao will produce ;{iirimd foftncfs, and sendernefs of heart for
fime Banithus. 1. muk. pafs qver. we .
S S Rt A b ol
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If {in be the GreateRl Evil, Thenitisthe Greateft Mercy
nthe world toberid of fin, The greater the cvil i, the greater
s the mercy to be rid of it, But now.{in is the Greateft
Evil,

And therefore you fhall fee it fec downas the osly mercy thae
omes inby Chrift, Mar,x.25--He fhall be called FESUS, Z:fm;ﬁ
efball fave his people from their fins.

Asit allother things coming in by chriff, wereincluded in
hisone, He fhall {ave his people from their fins. He dothnot fay--
tee fhall fave his people from Helly e, but, From fin: From po
ther evilin the world. And this is the Greateft Merey,

When God would fpeak the utmoff, even the greateft thoyght
“ Mercy, that ever came upon his heart 5 when he would fet
own the greateft work of cmercy, that ever the God of Mercy
rought: he faich no more , but, He fhall fave his people from
iy fins.

Siufw;ls the wrmoft Fvil 5 and therefore the faving from finwas
i¢ greatcff zood, And hence David, Pfal 31.1,2, futh--Bleffed i
*whofe iniguity is forgiven, and whofe fin is covered: Bleffed is
at man, 10 whom the Lord impuseth not fin.

Indeed, we have mean thoughts, cheap thoughts of pardon of fins
d the reafon is, becaufe weflave Jlight thoughts of fin : Buc, if
od once open our underftanding, and make us {ee the vaftnefs
d widenefs of the evil of fin; and, if that he fhould joyn a
eling 1[:»{: to that fight, and make us fee/ what fin isy if he
ould letbut the !e.fg Jparkle of his wrath fall upon oar fpirits
r fin, it would make our faces gather blackse[s; we fhould
tickly change our note, and {3y, -0k ! Bleffed, and for ever bi;rﬂcd
: they, whofe iniquity is forgiveny and whofe fin is covered.
But, left I'thould feem to Beat the aire, we will therefore (ir-
mftantiase this Mercy alitcle ; and you fhall fee the Greatnefs

it,

Thoughindeed, thiswere enough, totell you, that fin is the
eareft Ewil : Thence would neceflarily follow, That is ss the
eateff Mercy in the world, To be rid of finy which will more
lly “appear, if we confider the following particulars:

1. Firft then, The parden of fin is the deareft-bought Mercy
d that is fomething to fhew the Greatnefs of the Mercy.

You know, the Greater the fum i, that is to be paid for the
wehafe of a thing (provided chere be no want of wifdom in
e Buyer, nor want of Howeffyin the Seller) the Greater flill,
d of more worth is the Thing bought or Purchafed,

But now This Mercy, Pardon of fin, was a Mercy dear-bawght :

coft Blwod, Mat.26.38. and that---Not the blood of Bagxm’l
oAfS 3
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Goats s for that it was impafsible it fhould take away fins, as the

Apoﬁlchath it, Heb.10.4. What'then wasite Why it was The

Precious blood of Chrift, 1 Pet, x.18,19. --Tuw were net redeemed -

with corruptible things, as filver and’ 26ld, - from Your vain converfa- -

gion s but with she precions Blood of Christ, as of a Lamb withow -

blemifh and /pat. And this, The Blood of Gody Atts 20, 28,-.. -
),

Feed the Church of God s which be hath purchafed with his. owp

Blood.

Now fit down, and think whata Morey that muft needs be,

which is the Price of blood, and thatof the Son of G,
There wasno Want of Wifdom in the Buyer y he could not be

pver-reacht, he knew the worth of the Commodity: Nor was
there want of jufliceor geednefs in the Seller. He was juff, and .
would not take one drop of blaod more than the thing wagworth : -

And he wags A Father too, and therefore would not pue his
Son to more [ufferings, and vequive more  than the thing was
worth.

2. This is the pureft Mercy of all other, The Pardon of fin,
1 mercy that comes from the Heart and Geod-will of God
to you.

God may giveyou all other things; and hate you.  You may
be Rich, and yet Reprobates s Grear i the worltl Lere, and be
Damned hereater,  Drves way have weadth . Hered Eloquence
Sanl Command, Agryppa Glortorss Apparel - aman may do wick-
edly, and yet profper.  Thefe things are not Truly good, nor
Truly cuil, 1f goed, the wicked thould not bave them: It evil,
the “Saints fhould not have them,  Thefe are fuch things as God
reacheth from his 27and, not trom his Heart : they ave gencral fa-
wors, not [pecial Love.

But thisis a Peculsay- Favor, the Saints Peculiar, Pure- Merey,
a mercy that came from the Bowels of mercy , the Heart of
Mcrey.

3. This is the Freefl tercy of all ather, Pardon of
in,

. 1o There was nothing to ingage God todvir,

2+ Nor was there any thing, we could do, topurchafear,

All our Prayers, our Tears, our Services , could not pur-
chafe the Parz{:n of one fin, 1k for the Adtive Part we could ds
as much, and for the Pa{lsiw part we could fuffer as much as
all the Saints, put together, have done from’ the beginning of
the world to this day.

If we flould weep as many Tears, as the Sea holds dreps 5 if
we fhould humble our felves as many days, as the world hath
ftood minntes from the creation, &c. All this were Too fhors to
purchafle us the Pardon of one fin, though vve did all vvith-
ont fin,

But Alas! All thatever vve cando, isfo far from ﬂn‘k:’.ué‘

' 0
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off any Former [core, that we do but fec our felves furcher in
debr thereby : So favare we from purchafing a Pardon, that we
dobut increafe our Treafon--Operamnr, nonin juffificationem: fed
ex juftificatione : we mulk not work, that we may be juftified : but
we are juflified, that we may work.---~So that it is the Freeff-
Mercy. ] -

And therefore in Scripture you read it all attributed to
Gracey Tit,3.7---We are juftified freely by his Grace---Rom.3.24.--
Being jufisfied focely by his Grace,---Romeg.s.---God juftifies the
mngodly--"There isno motivein #s, All is from God, And you
fhall fee ic plain, one place for two: Infr. 43. Verle 23,24,25.
--=Thow hast bought me no [iweer cane with money, nor haft thou
made me drink with the fat of thy Sacrifices: But thou baft made
me ferve withthy finsy thow haft wearied me with thy iniquities---
I, Ay am he, that putteth awaythy iniquitics | for my own nemes
fuke, and will not yemember thy fins. Would a man have ex-
pected this ¢ chis fheweth freenefs, when not onely no defervings,
wsitis v.23. and tormer pare ot w. 24. Thou ir./:ﬂmar, @'c. but
contrary delervings, Thow haft wearied mee with thine iniguitics.
Oh infinire, oh frecft mercy, God is mercifull only becaufe hee
will hoe mercifull. -

4 Suis an Intitnling Mercy: A Mercy thar Intitles you t6 more
Good than 1 am able to exprefs, or you able to conceive, It isa
Merey, thatdoth intereft you in all other Mercies, It Intitles you
to all the Good o Earthy to Al the glory of Heaven. Nay, it
is & Mercy-making- Mercy, A mercy, that makes all other
things Mercy to you.

1. Good things are meycies.  Your Riches, your Greatnefs,
your Pofleffions, your Husbands, your Wives, Children, &c.
all thefe things are no Blefsings, till they be joyned with a Par-
doir s, and that makes them all bleflings. * Nay, not onely Good
ihings: Bat,

2. Ewil things are Mercies to you.Pardon of fin makes Poverty,
Afflictions, Sicknefs, Deathit (elf a Mercy: Like the Unicorns
horn, it takes away the wenome and poyfon of every water: Like
the P;’;i!qﬁap’wr;-[‘am, it turns A/l into Gold, So faich the Apoftle--

eAll things work together for good unto them that love God. 4

Sanétified-(rofs, isbetter than an Unfanitified Comfort, A lofs
in Mercy, isbetter thanan enjoyment in Wrath, .

You arenever able to make itgood, thar God doth beftow
any thing in mercy, till fin be forgiven. Guilt of fin upon you
doth turn the nature of things, and makes thofe things-which are
Zood in themfelves, evil to you.

5. Itis an érrevocable-mercy---God may give in other mer-
cies, and call for them again. Indeed other things are rather
lent, thangiven: Lent Husband, Lent Wife, 8¢, Hence they ave
faid to bebue Talents inour hands, and we Stewards of thn;m

- Ff of
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for atime, God may call for them when he pleafeth ; o fwe
may forfeit them, and lofe thems, b o

How ‘often do we forfeir and lofe go0d shings, becaufe of Qi un-
worthy walking inthe enjoyment thereot ¢ Hof,2.8,9-~1 will take
away my corn in the time thereof s my winic,and my flax in their Jeafon,
| Msme] I was Gods, And,would you know iljle reafon ¢ feein'the
tormer verfe, Becaufe they did not acknowledge him as the giver
of them, but beftowed them on Baal, as though he had given
them, .
Buc now this Mercy is an irrevocable Mercy: A merey that God -
never recalss A Mercy , God newer vepents of--The gifts and
gmcj of God arewithous repemance=- And it isaﬂmf wever fors

vited.

s We may forfeit the fenfe of a pardon, we may forfeit the comfors
of apardony niy, wemay forfeit the knowledge of a parden. 1lay,
you may finaway the fenfe,the comfort, the knowledge of a pardon:
as it was with David,

But we fhall never forfeit 4 pardon-» Quod Scr.-;vﬁ,S:r‘?aﬁ.Ifaﬂ this
forefeen could not hinder God from grving ont a pardon ; neither
can it make God repent of a pardon, when he hath given it.

WNow the Srability of the Mercy is that, which addesa greac
deal of mworth tothe Mercy. As things that are Ewil; fo much
more things that are good, are heightned from the confiders-
tion of the continnance of them , the Stability and Ldﬂfﬁgﬂcﬁ of
them.

Now this isa Stable Mercy. Take but one Place, Ifa, 54. 8,
9, 10---Forthis is asthe waters of Noah untome: For, asl have
fworn that the waters of Noah [heuld ro more Jga over the earth :
So have I fworn, that 1'will nat bewroth with thee, nor rebuke thee]
--Yet further--For the mountains [ball depart, and the hills fhall be
removed : but my kindenefs [hall never depart from thee, nor fhall
the Covenant of my peace be removed,

This is the difference betwixt the Covenant of Works, and the
Covenant of Grace. ‘Theone,is Temporary; the other, is Eter-
nal. Ttisa Temporary Covenant, though an Etermal Rule: The
other is Eternal, and Immntable.

6. Pardon of fin isan Univerfal Mercy , the Womb of Mercy, a
Productive- Mercy 5 all other mercies grow upon this Tree of For-
givenefs of fin, TtisaTree, the Roor whereof 1s in Chriff; and
the Frwit thereof are Al goed things on Earthyand Glory in Heaven.
Thereare geven glorious Fruits of Pardon of fin s which I'will but
name, and {ocome tothe Laff e,

1. Reconciliation with God, 2 Cor. 5. 19. Admifsion into his
favour He,who before wasan Enemy,is now become thy Friend;
for nothing makes God an Enemy, but fin, And fucha Friend
ke is, whowillbe a Friewd in life, 4 friend in Death, when all
other Friends forfake ; anda Friend after death.

2. Adoption
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3. Adoption of Children : which followeth upon our patdon in
jultification, o

3. AccefstoGod, 45 toa Father, with childe-like boldnefs. Sin
was that meye Xdous--that great Gulf betwixt God and us, Sin
the Partetion-wallbeewixt Godand us: now fin being Ppardoned,
this Partition-wall i takendown; and thereis Accefs 10 God, and
Ascefs with boldnefs. _

4o Acceptation of our Serwices: Till fin be pardoned, there i
no Acceptation of any fervice : Till our perfonsbe accepted and
reconcil'd, oux performances are abominable: But now {in being par-
doned, here is acceptance for all onr fervices He drinks the milk as well
4s the wine, Cant.5e1, And eats the honey-comb with the Honey, &'c,

S« Sanctification of cverycondition tons : When fin is removed
which was the curfein all,

6. Supportation under Croffes: Uponremoval of fin, which waz
inall, the heavieft burden, '

7. Participation of all the priviledges of the Covenant: Thefeare -

the infoparable fruits of pardon, :

There ave other, as Peace, Foy, Comfort, Rom.5.1. whichin-
decd are not fo much Fruits of pardon, as Fruits of Aflurance of
vardon 5 not the nexr, buc the ramoter fruits of pardon,

iUSE

LaRly, Is fin the Greateft Ewil in the world¢ Oh then! let
1S, Above all things in the world, labonr 10 get our [elves rid of
in: Get & pardon of fin. Saywith David--0h ! Take away the ini-
fnf!)nif thy fervant.

What will the enjoyment of all other goods profit chee, ifthy
insbe not pardoned ¢ what profic had Dives of his wealth ? Saul
f bis Kingdom ? ¢re.

Itisaching greatly to belamented to fec, How altive and fe-
jous men are, about removing of other evils on them, and the
urchafing and procuring of other goads 5 but yet how flight, how
uperficial they are about getting Pardon of fin.

Thy Perforr is under the Guilt of Sim. Thou ftandeft a
sondemned man and woman---- Damnatus unsequam Natus, And
5od hath given thee time, and that time is not a time of
Reprival onely; bucis atime, thac God hath afforded thee to
et a pardon in,

And it coft no lefs than the Blood of Chrift, to procure thee
his rime 5 it was that thac madea ffop of the prefent proceed-
ngsof Gods juftice againft thee; elfe thou hadft been in Hek

ﬂ’g ago, .
An§ wile thon Squanderaway This Time? wilc thou Negledt
This Bufinefs 2 wilc chou cas away, fleep away, nay, drink away;

In away a Pardon ?
Ff2 If
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It there werca man  condemned 1o dye, and yet were, outof |

Merey, Reprived, That hee might procure his Pardon, and the King
were willing to grant him a pardon; would you not think that man
defirves tody, Who [hak wow (pend this simc in drinking, in revels
Iing, ¢re why this is your cafe. o

But yet there is another fort that will feek for a pardon; bue
they feck it coldly, they feck it formally, they feekit fleighily and fy-
perficially, they feek it as if they had no seed ol it as if chey could
do well enongh, though they wanted a Pardon. : :

There is a great deal of dallying with God, about this Great by-
finefs. Moft men 1n the World do but Trifle with God about

il

1 will pame you five o fix forss of men, who are Triflers with
Gov, in this main, and concerning matters and thefe none of the
meancfl neicher, Ifhallnot now deal with your Debanchs Peoples

but fuch as will fecm todo fomewhat for a pardon.

RS————

1 Such, who will fuck, and perhaps cry earmeftly; buc yet fhll |

continne in the pradtice of thofe fins, which they beg w pardon
o,

I {peak not now of Sixg of Courfe, -- Peccata quoridiana incurfios
aise Sns of duly viicurfion = Sins of infirmatics weiknefs and Im-
perfeclions tn Duty, “Ihele the beft, notwithffanding ~their daily
praying for pardon of, do yet too often fall mto.

Buc I fpeak of greffer-fius, -- Peccata Vaftantta Confetentiam :
Sins wounding and gafhing the Confeicnce. And this is a tearfull
thing, fearfull dallying with Goo,

What would you think of fuch a man, who fhould come to
beg a Pardony and yet, before the Pardon were giveis ont, fhould
run €0 commit mew alts of Treafon ¢ This is thy cale.

1 fee many of you living in a Courfe of fin, Potting, [willing,
fwearing, 1am afthamed to name them.

Do you pray for a Pardon 2 Or do yos st pray 2 1fyou do net pray,
you are no better than Atheiffs. And do you pray for a Pardon, and
ges livein the practice of thefe fins, yeu beg pardon of 2 Ol ! what
fearfult dallying with Gop s here !

Oh! you lictle think what a ffrong tye this is againft fin, To pray
for the pardon of fin. What ¢ Have youbeen confefiing fin, hum-
bling your fonls for fin; begging of Pardon of Sin ? And, no fooner
turs your backs upon God, but return to Sine Ah! This is fear-
full dallying indeed,

Andthisis a Fearfull aggravation of Sim; you think to have
fomething come in for your dayes of Humilsation, for your prayers
for parden of Sin; you think there is fome goodinit. Whyeydu have
6c%grd a Pardon, though you have Siw'd; yet you have prayed,
and therefore hope, that notwithftanding your fins; God will
hear your prayers,

But
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But doft shou live in fin, and confefs fin:t Doft thou.prattics fip: ?
and yet pray for parden of [in ¢ Doft thou commis fimjrand yek kums-
ble :bﬂi‘fﬁrﬁ)}. T

Oh! Thele are Great Aggravatiops..of fin: thefe do alide
more weight to fine : : il

Do you think it would be an Extennation,or an Aggravasion for
a Malefactor 10 beg a pardon, and yet run tothe fame Rebeljoy v
gainz would he think this 7o (cﬂ’;n his fin, becaufe he-hath for-
merly beg'da Pardon ¢ No certainly, be wouldlook upoun ¢his
as a Greater Aggravation. Why thisis thy cafe. z

And thisyou {hall fee, was Ifraels [pirrt, which was fo much
dilplealing to God, Fer.3, q---Thow are my Father ;. and the
Gutde of my yout)--They gave God good words,compalt him about
with good exprefsions, But, futh the Lord--Thus haft thix doneand
get done as much evil as thow conldsisv.s. e 5o

2. A fecond fort, who dally with God, are fuch, who feek th
jardon of fome fins, but yet keep up the love and liking of ethers.
Thouart, it may be, Pinched and Troubled for fome . grofs fhns, and
thou beg’ft a pardon for them ; when, it may be, there is fome
Rennisg-Mf[uc of corvuption within, wWhich thou overlook'st 5 fome
jecret Hanmt of ¥illany, that chy heart runs out after ; -which thou
canft not leave, which thou haft no minde to part withal,

Oh! Thowvaiipman ! Thoumaift cry all thy f.{e, and (balt newer
oct good,  "Thou maift pray aslongas thouwile: That ore fin.
kept with fove and liking, Will Turn all thy prayersintofin, God
will never regard the Prayers of a fin-rearding-finner, PRl 66.
18.--7f I regurd iniquity sn my heart, the Lord will not hear me:
though I{hould never aét itin my life, '

Didft thou know the Tenor of the Covenant of Grace and Mercy,
the Strittnefs of the Gofpel, and Sewerity of <Mercy it (elf againit
{ins thon wouldft fee, There were animpofsibility of having one
fin forgiven, aslong asone [in s unfor(aken.

Fustification and Sanétification: Gods forgiving, and our forgoing,
are equally as large ene ws the other, As God juftifies trom the
guilt of all fin 5 fo he fanctefies from the Corruption of all Sim.

Gracein God forgivesall Sin. And,

Grace in us makes us forgo all Sin:where finis forgiven, theve fin
s forfaken.

fg.fA Third [ort, ate they, Who feck a pardon of Sins without fenfe
of Sins who feek fﬂ{qiﬂ!ﬂf{:f of Sin , without remorfe for fin:
Men, who are never troubled with any (enfe, with any compuncti-
on of heart for fin,

Would you not take it for a dallying with you; if one had
greatly offended you, andfhould come to defire you your fer-
givenefs, without any fenfe o remorfeof it 2 'What do you think

God will do<

This is cercain--withous bloed there is no Remifsion of Sin, as
rthe
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Apoftle (peaks--Chuilt was wounded, and thou muft be wounded
o0, before thou haft 2 pardon--Chrift did bleed, and confesence
muft blecd, before ever he grve a pardon. :

It was 2 fpeechof Bradford--He never left a duty, till, e, )

wWill amanin good carnelt bega pardon; whowas peverat-
tached for Treafon, or fo much as throughly fenfible, that he
is guilty of it¢ .

4. A Fourth fort, are fuch, ascry for Forgivenefs, butyet never
look after their Prayers, Would you not thinkic afighting, ifa
man, who had offended you, fhould come andbeg a pardon;
and as foon as hehad faid a few words to you, fhould turn kis
back, and goaway, and never expeét, nor wait for an anfwer
from you?

Why thus doyou deal with God: You put up prayess, but
look not after them, He, who begs in earneft, Oh! he will !
Diligently obferve, what Anfwery what Return God makes : He |
will obferve ‘what word of Cemforr God lets fall, whac intimg- !
tions God will afford to his {pirit, and will be exceeding chary
of them, As you fee Benhadads fervants did, 1 Kings 20.31,
33,33, After they had put up thelr requefls, the Text faith--
The men did diligemtly obferve, whether an thing wonld comme from
eAbab;, and did ﬁiﬂ:!y catchar st So fhould we do: Come with
fackcloath, put up our prayers with mamr]{'e-, and, when that is
done, whenwe have prayed onr grayers, let us wait our prayers,
to fee what smtimations we fhall receive trom heaven, Thus
David, Pfal.85.8.--1will hear what God the Lord will (peak 5 for
he will [peak Peace t0 hispeople, andtohis Saints, dre. Plal,s, 3--
15 the morning will 1 dire my prayer unto thee, and 1will look up.

5. A Fift fort, who dally with God, are they, who follow not
their prayers with endeavors to ges offarance , that their Sins are
patrdamd.) Who fearch not intothe Covemant of Grace, acquaint
not themfelves with the Promifes of Grace; {earch not into the
Word of Grace, frequent not the Means of Grace: Thele men
dally, ‘who frequent not the Word, Sacramenss,re. and fuch
like Means forthe Affurance of Pardon,




